THE TORIES have declared 
_ war—the unions have to win it. 
Health secretary Jeremy 
| Hunt’s imposition of a dangerous 
* new contract on junior doctors is 
’ a threat to every trade union. But 
doctors are up for the fight. 
A 200-strong BMA meeting in 
Newcastle on Monday called 
for four days of strikes. 
Ersong Shang, a junior 
doctor in Newcastle, 
said, “People are up for 
more strikes—the BMA 
has little to lose by this 
Unhealthy Tory: Jeremy Hunt 
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HUNT'S DIKTAT TO DOCTORS 


WE NEED 
STRIKES AND 
SOLIDARITY 


point.” More meetings were planned 
this week. 

The Tories are out to privatise the 
NHS. Junior doctor Sarah Muldoon 
(right) said, “They want to make the 
workforce cheaper so they can sell off 
the NHS.” 

But a united fight can get rid of 


TS AFIGHT 
DR US AL 


Hunt—and strike a blow against 
Tory austerity. 
If the BMA calls more 
action all the unions need 
to mobilise mass pickets. 
The TUC should 
call a national dem- 
onstration and 
Unison should 
immediately 
ballot health j 
workers. | 


Doctor knows best: Sarah Muldoon 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Killer council cuts 
will give extra 
power to bosses 


THE TORIES have unveiled 
plans to slash council 
funding to the bone. 

This ideological project 
isn’t just about money. It’s 
about getting businesses 
to run council services 
and hollowing out local 
democracy. 

Some union members are 
calling for councils to set no- 
cuts budgets. 


—SSe es 
MIDDLE EAST 


Imperial carve-up 
threatens more 
war for Syrians 


A PARTIAL ceasefire agreed 
by major imperialist powers 
last week has not ended the 
agony of Syria’s people. 

The US and Russia are 
perpetuating the war to 
buttress their own influence. 

And now the Turkish and 
Saudi Arabian governments 
are considering air assaults 
in northern Syria. 


es 
IRELAND 


Is radical left set 
for breakthrough 
in election? 


VOTERS ARE likely to 
give Irish bosses’ parties 
a drubbing in the general 
election on 26 February. 
The radical left may make a 
significant breakthrough. 
Austerity has caused a crisis 
of parliamentary politics. 
And there is an increased 
desire for social change. 
A mass movement against 
water charges has seen huge 
protests. 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘The doctors and 
their Marxist 
union’ 


The Sun gets confused about 
what Marxist means 


‘If they can do this 
to doctors, what 
does that mean 
for us?’ 


The Unison union's Christina 
McAnea on Jeremy Hunt's 
imposition of new contracts 


‘Full of 
entitlement 
and addicted to 
victimhood’ 


Right wing columnist Leo 
McKinstry on the doctors’ 
British Medical Association 


‘The BMA 
has always 
been deeply 
reactionary’ 


McKinstry continues his 
diatribe 


“Screw you, 
Jeremy Hunt’ 


Junior doctor Rich Bowman 
sends a message on Facebook 


‘lam not going 
to appear on any 
picket line and | 
expect the rest 
of the shadow 
cabinet to do the 
same’ 


Shadow health secretary Heidi 
Alexander refuses to back the 
junior doctors’ strike 
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NEWS & COMMENT 


Attack on doctors Is a 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


THE TORIES are holding a gun 
to the trade union movement’s 
head. 

If health secretary Jeremy Hunt 
gets away with crushing the British 
Medical Association (BMA) it 
will give confidence to every 
union-bashing boss. 

Hunt announced last Thursday 
that he will impose a dangerous new 
contract on junior doctors—the day 
after they staged an England-wide 
strike (see column, right). 

Johann Malawana, the BMA’s 
junior doctors’ committee chair, said 
he was holding back a “tidal wave” 
of “angry doctors” and that further 
action was “inevitable”. 

The BMA is holding a series of 
members’ meetings. A 200-strong 
meeting in Newcastle on Monday 
voted to call on the BMA to call four 
days of strikes. 

Patrick, a junior doctor in south 
London, told Socialist Worker, “We 
absolutely need to strike again. 

“It’s utterly shocking what the 
Tories are trying to do. 

“United solidarity among all 
workers seems like one of our few 
ace cards.” 

The BMA needs 
to immediately 


A Manchester striker Picture: Ruetta Moran | 


There’s more on 
Socialist Worker 
online 


Junior doctors walk out against 
Tory attacks bit.ly/1KkITDF 


Junior doctors’ strike shows 
how to take on the Tories 
bit.ly/1PzhooP 


Jeremy Hunt imposes new 
contract bit.ly/10bzMzS 


Strike until we win—trade 
unionists get behind BMA 
bit.ly/1IPWJ4Fz 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
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threat to every worker 
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Leverines i 
Fight 


STRIKERS AT the Royal Victoria Infirmary hospital in Newcastle 


escalate industrial action—and the 
TUC and union leaders need to give 
real support. 

Mark Serwotka, the PCS union 
general secretary, told Socialist 
Worker, “We have to give confi- 
dence to the junior doctors that if 
they fight we will be with them.” 

The TUC press office told 

Socialist Worker that the union 

federation would not comment on 
the imposition because the BMA 
was “not an affiliate”. 

But Hunt’s announcement is a 
threat to the whole trade union 
movement and everyone fighting 
austerity. 

John McLoughlin, Unison union 
branch secretary in Tower Hamlets, 


said, “This attack is not just about 
junior doctors. 

“This is a key fight for the whole 
trade union movement—we must 
get behind the junior doctors in 
resisting this imposition.” 

More than 100 health workers 
have signed an open letter calling 
on the TUC to call a national dem- 
onstration and a day for lunchtime 
walkouts. 

It calls on Unison to demand a 
guarantee that NHS bosses will not 
attack unsocial hours pay or impose 
a deal. And it calls on the union to 
initiate a dispute if no guarantee is 
given. Karen Reissmann, a health 
worker who sits on Unison’s national 
executive, told Socialist Worker, 
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“There’s a sense of widespread anger 
among health workers. 

“We know they’re coming for our 
unsocial hours pay so why shouldn’t 
we fight with the junior doctors? 

“Lot of people are saying that we 
should be balloted for strikes.” 

George Binette, Unison branch 
secretary in Camden council, told 
Socialist Worker, “Hunt’s imposition 
should sound alarm bells. 

“We should be raising it at our 
branch meetings and doing street 
stalls to build the level of strikes. 

“We will hear that it’s secondary 
action—but given the significance 
the trade union movement can no 
longer be cowed.” 

Workers spoke in a personal capacity 
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Privatisation plot lies behind new contracts 


JEREMY HUNT claims 
the new contracts are 
necessary to bring in 
“seven day working” in 
the NHS and improve 
patient safety. 
In reality they would 
rip apart terms and 
conditions and put 
patient safety at risk. 
The Tories wanted 
to remove financial 
penalties on hospital 
bosses who overwork 
junior doctors. 

The imposed deal 
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would create a new 
“Guardian” role within 
trusts with the “authority 
to impose fines”. 

That’s not as robust 
as the financial penalties 
introduced in the 1990s 
amid fears for patient 
safety. And why would 
trusts effectively fine 
themselves? 

The new contracts 
would claw back unsocial 
hours pay and make 
Saturday a regular 
working day. 
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Hunt wants “elective” 
as well as “emergency” 
care to be delivered seven 
days a week. But junior 
doctors already work long 
hours, including nights 
and weekends. 

This would stretch 
across a seven day 
service resources that are 
already inadequate for 
five days. 

Hunt wants to smash 
pay and conditions to 
soften the NHS up for 
privatisation. 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
i PO Box 71327 
” London 
SE11 9BW 
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Student nurses show their support on a junior doctors’ demonstration in London earlier this month 
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Hundreds join protests in London and Manchester 


AROUND 500 junior doctors 
and medical students joined 
an emergency protest outside 
the Department of Health last 
Thursday night. Some 100 also 
protested in Manchester. 

The mood was angry and 
defiant as people marched 
on parliament and blocked 
Whitehall after a rally. 

William, a junior doctor, told 
Socialist Worker, “We were all 
really disappointed by Hunt’s 
statement. The whole reason for 
striking was to protect patient 
safety.” 

He added, “I hope that we can 
start negotiations, but the only 
thing that will make that happen 
is if the BMA calls more strikes.” 

Protesters chanted, “Doctors 
and nurses, unite and strike” 
and, “Strike until we win”. 


Step up the strugg 


UNION MEMBERS across 
Britain took part in the TUC’s 
“heartunions” week of action 
against the Tories’ Trade Union 
Bill last week. 

Frances O’Grady, the TUC 
general secetary, handed in 
a petition to Downing Street 
that was signed by more than 
200,000 people. 

Many union branches 
simultaneously took part in a 
“Big Workplace Meeting” with a 
live video link to O’Grady. 

The Tories’ imposition of a 
new contract on junior doctors 
had a big impact and a number 
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Picketing in Coventry 


James was one of a large 
number of medical students 
who joined the protest. He told 
Socialist Worker, “This just 
makes me lose a bit of faith in 
our democracy. Junior doctors 
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of workplaces organised 
lunchtime walkouts. 
Around 40 members of the 


Prospect and PCS unions at the 


Health and Safety Executive in 


London joined a lunchtime rally. 


Prospect rep Simon Hester 
said, “The attempt to impose 
a disastrous contract on the 
junior doctors shows that we 
need unions that can fight 
back effectively. 

“We oppose the Trade 
Union Bill—solidarity with 
the BMA.” 

The CWU union projected 
the message “Stand up for 


ail 
TUC leader Frances O’Grady 


voted by 98 percent to strike, but 
one person can just impose these 
changes.” 

The BMA has staged two 
24-hour walkouts—the next one 
needs to be at least 48 hours. 


the millions not the 
millionaires—say 
no the TU Bill” 
onto the Houses of 
Parliament. 

The bill has 
reached the 
committee 

stage in the 
_| House of 
» Lords. 
A leak 
= || — first 
= revealed by 

, Socialist 
Worker 
showed 
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National Gallery workers in 
the PCS union marched down to 
join the protest. PCS union rep 
Candy Udwin told the crowd, 
“You’re not just fighting for 
yourselves—you’re fighting for 
all of us. 

“If you strike, you will get 
support from across the country.” 

Up the road at the NUT union 
headquarters activists had met to 
discuss the Trade Union Bill. 

Sandy Nicoll, a Unison union 
rep at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, told the meeting, 
“The junior doctors are chanting, 
‘Where are you Jeremy?’ 

“We need to make sure that in 
a few weeks’ time they don’t start 
chanting, ‘Where are you Unison, 
where are you Unite?’.” 

Hunt has declared war—the 
unions need to win it. 


ill the Tories’ Trade Union Bill 


that the Tories expect to be 
defeated on a number of issues, 
but the concessions are small. 

The next sitting is on Tuesday 
of next week. 

A number of left wing union 
leaders have argued for mass 
mobilisation against the bill. 

But many argued members 
had to learn to negotiate within 
the new legislation. 

The Tories have already told 
the unions, “We will impose what 
we like on you”. 

The junior doctors’ dispute 
is a key test that the union 
movement cannot afford to fail. 


‘This is about 
the future of 
the NHS,’ say 
strikers 


JUNIOR DOCTORS across England 
walked out for the second time in 
defence of the NHS on Wednesday 
of last week. 

Across Britain the picket lines 
were as strong as during last 
month’s walkout. 

This time some student nurses, 
midwives and other healthcare 
students in London and other cities 
walked out in solidarity for one 
hour. 

Pickets said the Tory attacks on 
their contracts were an attack on 
the NHS. 

Emily, a junior doctor, was at the 
Royal London Hospital’s 40-strong 
picket line in East London. “This is 
about the future of the NHS,” she 
said. 

“They have a long term strategy 
to drive the NHS into the ground 
and privatise it.” 

Junior doctors were buoyed by 


New contracts put patients at risk 


solidarity from across the trade 
union movement. 

Around 150 people joined 
an indoor strike rally in central 
Manchester, with speakers from the 
Unison union, the FBU firefighters 
union, Disabled People Against 
Cuts and a Labour councillor. 

Meanwhile in Norwich the trades 
council and Unite union banners 
were down at the picket, as was the 
Keep Our NHS Public campaign. 

In Bristol, first year junior doctor 
Leonie Walker said, “It’s not just 
about junior doctors. They’ve 
started with us, but if they get 
away with this, the rest of the NHS 
and the rest of public services will 
be next.” 

The strike was popular and a 
focus for anger across society. It 
showed how to take on the Tories. 

Danielle, a leading student 
nurse said, “It’s been absolutely 
amazing—we weren't expecting so 
many places to join the walkout. 

“The Tories think they can 
divide us but they have picked on 
the wrong group of people—we’re 
fighting together for the NHS.” 
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Anti-racist 
rallies build 
support for 


mass demos = 
on 19 March ® 


by JAY WILLIAMS and 
TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


PEOPLE ACROSS Britain are 
joining rallies against racism, 
in support of refugees and to 
build mass demonstrations on 
Saturday 19 March. 

Meanwhile the _ general 
secretaries of Britain’s two biggest 
unions—Len McCluskey of Unite and 
Dave Prentis of Unison—pledged 
support for the demonstration. 

The meetings have been organ- 
ised by Stand Up to Racism. 

A meeting in Sheffield on Monday 
saw 150 trade unionists anti-racist 
activists, Muslims, socialists and 
others come together. 

A main focus at the meeting was 
the Tories’ treatment and scapegoat- 
ing of refugees. 

People bought tickets for and 
made a commitment to building the 
demonstration in London. 

Labour councillor Nasima Akther 
said, “I’m proud to live in Sheffield 
a City of Sanctuary which welcomes 
refugees. 

“My message to David Cameron 
is, you cannot divide us with your 
racist scapegoating.” 

And Collette, who was at the 
meeting said, “I’m going on the 
demo because I’m fed up of people 
fleeing war and starvation being 
blamed for something that has been 
caused by the bankers and super 
rich.” 

Some 200 people joined a rally 
organised in Balham, south London, 
on Wednesday of last week. 

Aisha Ahmed, who’s planning 
on joining the London march, told 
Socialist Worker, “There are a lot of 
different opinions on refugees. 

“But there is also a significant 
number of people who support 
them. 

“Even if the demo 
doesn’t immediately 
shift the government, 
it will show that 
people care about 
the issue and build 
the movement.” 

Murad Qureshi, 
a London & 


Marching last year 


Protest on Saturday 19 March 


London—assemble12 noon, 
Portland Place, W1A 1AA 


Glasgow—assemble 12 noon 
George Square 


Cardiff—assemble 11:30am, 
Clare Gardens, CF11 6EN 


Backed by the TUC, NUT, CWU, 
PCS, Unite and Unison unions 


Assembly Labour member, said, 
“Britain’s refugee intake is too low, 
too slow and too narrow.” 


Slammed 
Finn Brennan from the Aslef train 
drivers’ union slammed David 
Cameron for dismissing refugees 
trapped in Calais as a “bunch of 
migrants”. 

The support for refugees is also 
boosting people’s confidence to take 
on the government’s Islamophobic 
Prevent strategy. 

Imam Suliman Gani said, 
“Muslims are feeling demonised and 
marginalised, but with this gather- 
ing we know we're not alone. 

“United we stand, divided we 
fall”. 

Weyman Bennett from Stand Up 
to Racism said, “I was contacted 
by the authorities to say the demo 
might be too close to the elections. 

“That’s not the real reason they 
contacted us—they’re scared of lots 
of people coming out and opposing 
the government’s policies. 

“There’s more of 

us that there are of 
them—we have to 
get a voice.” 

The rallies were 
the first of many 
planned in 
towns and cities 
across Britain 
to build for the 

demonstrations 
4 in London, 
Glasgow and 
i Ba Cardiff. 
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ANTI RACISTS on last year’s Stand up to Racism march in London 
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Calais refugees face new eviction 
threat as police step up violence 


by MARY BRODBIN in Calais 


REFUGEES IN a large section 
of the “jungle” camp of Calais 
have been given a week to 
leave—or be forced off when it is 
bulldozed. 

Many are determined to 
stay put. Ahmed, an Iraqi who 
has been at the camp for three 
months, told Socialist Worker, 
“I am going to stay here and die 
here.” 

The water cannon lorries 
are already stacking up nearby. 
Hundreds of police have been 
drafted in and hotels cleared of 
guests to house them. 

The refugees have been told 
they can go to the fenced area 
known as the White Camp. 

This is little more than rows of 
converted shipping containers 
where they will have to scan 
their hands to enter or leave. 

The fear is that this could 
mean forced registration of 
refugee status in France. This 
would prevent them applying 
in Britain where so many want 
to go, either to join family or 


REFUGEES HAVE been attacked 


because their second language is 
English. 

Another option is to be sent to 
Winter Respite Homes—ex-army 
barracks and detention centres 
far from Calais. About 2,500 have 
already gone, given a guarantee 
they could return when the 
weather improved. This was a lie. 
Some have been fingerprinted 
and deported. 

Human rights lawyers are 


demanding French authorities 
act against allegations of attacks 
and police brutality, including 
fractures, stabbings and broken 
bones. Two thirds have been 
inflicted by the police. 

Last week four Iraqi refugees 
were beaten with iron bars as 
they tried to board a lorry. Seven 
locals have been detained, two of 
them fascist organisers involved 
in a recent Pegida demonstration. 
Representatives of charity 
Doctors Without Borders report 
collusion by the security forces 
with fascist militias. 

This week has also seen a 
delegation of trade unionists 
from Britain, largely teachers, 
arrive to help educate adults 
and children at the newly built 
school. 

Kathy Galashan, a retired 
teacher said, “The mood at the 
school has been upbeat, people 
laughing, engaged, joking. 

“It showed what life for 
the refugees could be, what is 
possible.” 


For more on Trade Unionists 4 Calais 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk 


Anger at Pacific island 
camps grows in Australia 


By JAMES SUPPLE in Sydney 


AUSTRALIA has 
seen an explosion of 
grassroots action in 
support of refugees. 
It comes as the 
government tries to 
remove 267 asylum 
seekers to detention 
centres on the remote 
Pacific islands of 
Manus and Nauru. 

Outrage exploded 
after the Australian 
High Court ruled that 
dumping refugees on 
Nauru was legal under 
Australian law. 

All 267 were 
brought to Australia 
to access medical 
treatment. They 
include 37 babies born 
in Australia to asylum 
seeker parents and 54 
other children. 


Snap 
Thousands have joined 
snap rallies around 
the country to demand 
that the government 
“let them stay”. 
Churches in 
Brisbane have offered 
to defy the law and 
grant sanctuary to any 
asylum seeker that 
the government tries 
to return. Teachers 
and academics have 
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THREE refugees who 
walked through the 
Channel Tunnel will 
appear at Canterbury 
Crown Court next 
month. 

The hearing of 
Sudanese refugee 
Abdul Rahman Haroun 
is on Thursday 3 
March, and that of 
young Iranians Payam 
Moradi Mirhessari and 
Fardin Vahdani the 
next day. 

The judge will 
decide whether Abdul 
Haroun’s case will be 
thrown out or proceed 


1 
A BABY could be sent to a refugee camp 


organised group 
photos at workplaces 
across the country to 
back the campaign. 

Now doctors at a 
Brisbane hospital are 
refusing to discharge 
a 12-month-old 
baby, Asha, until 
the government 
guarantees she will 
not be removed to 
Nauru. Medical staff 
say Nauru is not a 
safe environment for 
a baby. 

Daily protests and 
a vigil are being held 
outside the hospital. 

Queensland unions 
and the Australian 
Council of Trade 
Unions (like the TUC) 
have backed the 


to trial. 


Payam and Fardin 
are being held on 
remand in Elmley 
Prison, where they feel 
isolated and lonely. 
They are shocked to 
find themselves locked 


workers and set up 
a roster to organise 
unionists to help 
maintain the vigil. 

The hospital’s stand 
comes after protests by 
doctors and medical 
staff across the 
country opposing the 
detention of refugee 
children last year. 

All this represents 
a significant shift 
against the bipartisan 
efforts to keep out 
refugees. 

If this can be turned 
into union action to 
disrupt the transfers 
to Nauru and Manus it 
will deal a major blow 
to the government’s 
“Fortress Australia” 
policies. 


walker's hearing near 


up, having expected 
to find sanctuary in 
Britain. 

Journalist Ambrose 
Musiyiwa has started 
a petition calling for 
the charges against 
Abdul Haroun to be 
dropped. The date for 
the potential trial is 
20 June—also the first 
day of Refugee Week. 

If the charges are 
not dropped we hope 
to have thousands 
of signatures by that 
date. 

Kate Adams, Kent 
Refugee Help 


Teenagers sent to warzones 


THOUSANDS 
OF children who 
came to Britain as 
unaccompanied 
refugees were 
deported back to 
warzones after they 
turned 18. 

Many are orphans 
with no link to these 
countries, having 


spent their formative 
years in Britain. 
As many as 
2,/48 former 
unaccompanied child 
asylum seekers have 
been deported to 
Afghanistan, Libya or 
Syria since 2007. 
Immigration 
minister James 


Brokenshire admitted 
last week that the 
number was more 
than two and a half 
times higher than he’d 
claimed in November. 

Brokenshire 
claimed 1,040 had 
been deported. 

A total of 657 were 
sent to lraq. 
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| WHAT WE THINK| 


FINISH OFF CAMERON BY 
VOTING TO LEAVE THE EU 


HE MOMENT David 
Cameron announces the 
date of a referendum on 
Britain’s European Union 
(EU) membership, the 


Tory party will plunge into turmoil. 


The outcome will decide his 
future as prime minister. 

He will be forced to call a 
cabinet meeting immediately 
after the EU summit on Friday 
if a deal “renegotiating” Britain’s 
membership is agreed. 

Home secretary Theresa May, 
welfare axeman lain Duncan 
Smith and Commons leader Chris 
Grayling are all for Britain leaving 
the EU. Others may join them. 


Divisions 

Cameron hopes to use the 
referendum to end Tory divisions 
and rebuff Ukip. 

If Cameron’s deal with the EU 
is racist enough towards migrants 
and cushy enough for the banks, 
many Tories are likely to back it. 

The proposed deal with 
Europe’s leaders is a thoroughly 
reactionary document. 

The campaign to stay in the 
EU will not be anti-racist, or in 


defence of social rights. 

Socialist Worker calls for a vote 
to leave the EU. 

If the EU is so beneficial to 
ordinary people, why are big 
corporations and the core of the 
political elite so in favour of it? 

If the EU is so benign, how 
come it is grinding underfoot the 
population of Greece because 
people there dared to vote against 
austerity? 

If the EU is so internationalist, 
why does it force desperate 
migrants to risk death on flimsy 
boats to seek sanctuary in Europe? 
And why does it deploy Nato 


The outcome of 
the referendum 
will decide his 
future as prime 
minister 


gunships to repel them? 

The EU is a capitalist project 
designed to promote the 
interests of the corporations and 
major states of Europe. It is an 
institution that we can and should 
oppose. 


Surrender 

Rather than surrender the terrain 
of the referendum to David 
Cameron and Nigel Farage, the left 
must present its own distinctive 
case for an exit. 

This case must be based 
on genuine internationalism, 
anti-racism and opposition to 
the neoliberal offensive being 
conducted by the EU against 
ordinary people in Europe. 

The Observer newspaper 
columnist Andrew Rawnsley 
argued that, “David Cameron faces 
the most severe challenge of his 
career and only Labour can solve 
it for him.” 

But why should any of the left 
or the workers’ movement be 
saving Cameron’s bacon? 

We need to break from the 
EU on a left basis—and bury 
Cameron as well. 


DEFEND THE BOYCOTT 


OW-RANKING Tory minister 

Matthew Hancock was set 

to announce plans this week 
making it harder for councils and 
other public bodies to boycott 
Israeli products. 

He made it clear that the 
legislation will be aimed at 
weakening the growing Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement. 

BDS targets firms profiting from 
Israel’s occupation of the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. 

French multinational Veolia 
ended its role in illegal Israeli 
settlements after British councils 
dropped it from contracts worth 


Protest on ' 


Saturday — 
27 Februar 


12 noon 
central London” 


Called by Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament | cnduk.org 


more than £10 billion. Councils 
including Tower Hamlets, Leicester, 
Swansea and Bristol have passed 
resolutions supporting BDS or 
condemning firms involved in 
illegal Israeli settlements. 


Blocking 
Tory ministers say such boycotts 
are “divisive” and fuel antisemitism. 
But you don’t have to look very 
far to figure out the real reason 
for blocking them. 

Hancock announced the same 
last October. 

He chose to announce them 
again this week before heading 
to Israel with a delegation of top 


bosses. Hancock was even set 
to meet Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu. 

The trip underlines Britain’s 
close relationship with the Israeli 
terror state. 

Just last weekend Israeli soldiers 
in the occupied West Bank and 
East Jerusalem shot and killed 
six Palestinians—including three 
children. They also critically injured 
a 14 year old girl. 

The growing global BDS 
movement plays a huge role in 
undermining Israel’s position and 
exposing its crimes—and our 
rulers’ complicity in them. 

It must be defended. 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS 


Nato policing borders 
will make crisis worse 


JENS STOLTENBERG is an obscure Norwegian politician 
who is the current secretary-general of Nato. This is a 
post reserved for European political mediocrities loyal to 
the Atlantic order dominated by the United States since 
the late 1940s. 

Last week Stoltenberg was throwing his weight about at 
the annual Munich security conference. He accused Russia of 
“destabilising the European security order”. 

In response the Russian prime minister, Dimitry Medvedev, 
delivered a shrewd blow. He said the European Union (EU) 
has a “belt of exclusion” on its borders rather than a “belt 
of friends”. To prove the point Stoltenberg announced on 
Thursday of last week that a Nato squadron based off Cyprus 
was moving to the Aegean Sea. 

He said it was in order to “help Greece, Turkey and the EU 
with stemming the flow of migrants and refugees”. 

Nato presented itself as a force for freedom during 
the Cold War. Now it is turning into the border guard of 
Fortress Europe, helping the EU to bolt the doors against the 
wretched of the earth. 

It has to be said that the EU is not doing very well at 
this. An estimated 2,000 migrants are crossing the Aegean 
Sea from Turkey to Greece every day. This prompted an 
emergency visit to Turkey last week by German chancellor 
Angela Merkel, who called for Nato’s involvement. 

Merkel has come a long way from her pledge to open 
Germany to refugees in September. But of course throughout 
Europe the barriers are going up. David Cameron sums up 
Europe’s mean-spirited approach with his attempt to cut 
benefits for EU migrants. The Nato intervention is justified 
as an attack on human traffickers. US defence secretary 
Ashton Carter explained, “There is now a criminal syndicate 
that is exploiting these poor people and this is an organised 
smuggling operation.” 

But to blame migration on people smugglers is to display 
the mentality of a peculiarly stupid policeman. To understand 
why people are risking the dangerous winter seas in the 
Mediterranean you only have to look at the Russian-backed 
assault on Aleppo by Syrian government forces. 

Turkey is bombarding Kurdish areas in northern Syria. 
And the United Nations has announced that there were 
11,002 civilian casualties in Afghanistan, the highest number 
since figures began to be collected in 2009. 

No wonder that the victims of these wars see peaceful and 
relatively prosperous Europe as a haven. 


Numbers 

Fortunately very large numbers of people in Europe now 
understand this. The unprecedented wave of solidarity 
with refugees that developed last summer has not been 
broken. Efforts to identify migration with terrorism after the 
Paris atrocities have failed. As have attempts to link it with 
male violence after the New Year’s Eve attacks in Cologne 
in Germany. Sympathy has been translated into a real 
movement expressed in the multitude of efforts of ordinary 
people, from Lesvos to Leeds, to raise money, food, and 
clothing for refugees and get these to them. 

This has transformed the situation of those sections of the 
radical and revolutionary left who have taken a principled 
position in support of open borders. 

Socialist Worker has always opposed all immigration 
controls. Back in the 1970s we defended migrants against the 
attacks of Enoch Powell and the National Front. 

Proudly we proclaimed, “They're Welcome Here!” But we 
became used to being isolated. People who might join us in 
opposing fascists and racists drew the line at opposing all 
immigration controls. Now, however, we are part of a much 
broader movement that welcomes refugees. 

Of course, the majority in this movement may not 
consciously support open borders. And we face opposition 
from organised racists and repressive, Islamphobic states. 

But society across Europe is now polarised between 
those who welcome or reject the refugees. This represents a 
historic opportunity to win much larger numbers of people 
to principled anti-racist politics. The international day of 
action against racism on 19 March will be an important 
opportunity to consolidate the movement of solidarity 
with refugees. Anti-racists must throw all their forces into 
building it. 


Regine Conninel 
 Mertah Presence 
BB Jebhal a-Nypra Contry 
h Bebel Control 
1h Sts Contra 
1 51S. JM, Rabel © 
) Kursigh Corare! 


o 


Cost of war 


FIVE YEARS of fighting 
following the Syrian 
regime’s assault on a 
popular revolutionary 
movement have had a 
catastrophic impact. 

About 18 months 
ago the United Nations 
said 250,000 people 
had been killed—it then 
stopped counting. 

A report last week 
from the Syrian Centre 
for Policy research 
said 470,000 had died 
and nearly two million 
wounded. 

Almost half the 
population has been 
driven from their 
homes—over six million 
to other parts of Syria, 
and more than four 
million abroad. 

Life expectancy has 
dropped from 70 in 2010 
to 55.4 in 2015. 


Imperial c carve-up threatens 
yet more war for Syrians 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


THE AGONY of Syria’s 
people has not been ended 
by the deal for a partial 
ceasefire agreed last week 
by the major imperial- 
ist powers. It was falling 
apart even before it was 
implemented. 

The Munich Agreement 
tentatively brokered an end 
to some of the fighting. But it 
doesn’t stop assaults against 
“terrorists” which the US, 
Russia, Britain and the Syrian 
regime interpret in any way 
they choose. 

Both the US and Russia 
are perpetuating the war in 
order to buttress their own 
influence. 

Russian air strikes have 
continued around Aleppo, 
Syria’s most populous city 
before the war began. Two 
hospitals were attacked on 
Monday killing at least 17. 

And the US is continu- 
ing to channel support to 
its own allies in Syria. Amid 
the chaos, the Turkish and 
Saudi Arabian 
governments 
are consid- 
ering air 


Turkey’s foreign minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 


A BOY climbs over rubble in lene last Geek 


assaults and even a ground 
invasion into Kurdish-held 
areas of northern Syria. 
Turkey’s foreign minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said Saudi 
Arabian jets are arriving at 
the Turkish base of Incirlik. 


Bombing 
This is where the US, Britain 
and France presently fly 
bombing raids in the region 
from. 
At least eight Saudi jets are 
expected to arrive soon. 
Cavusoglu added that 
“Turkey and Saudi Arabia 
may launch an operation 
from the land”. 
Saudi foreign minis- 
ter Adel al-Jubeir 
has declared 
of Syria’s 
» dictator, 
“There will 
be no Bashar 


al-Assad in the future”. 

The Turkish government 
wants to stop forces fighting 
for Kurdish national libera- 
tion from establishing a per- 
manent presence in north- 
ern Syria, which borders 
Turkey. 

It wants to strengthen its 
own power in the region 
and eliminate the Kurdish 
resistance. 

It has unleashed a murder- 
ous assault on Kurdish areas 
in eastern Turkey and now 
seeks to hit other areas. 

Last weekend Turkish artil- 
lery shelled areas of Aleppo 
province in northern Syria 
held by Kurdish forces. 

This had led to tension 
with the US, which wants 
to cynically use the Kurds 
against Isis. Turkey is part of 
the US-led Nato alliance. 

US defence secretary 


Ashton Carter gave his bless- 
ing to operations into Syria 
by commandos from Saudi 
Arabia and UAE. This made 
the US position clear. 

And the US has raised no 
objection to Saudi Arabia’s 
preparations to launch the 
largest military exercise ever 
conducted in the Middle East. 

The operation dubbed 
Northern Thunder features 
20 pro-US countries. 

Kurds should have no faith 
in US claims of support. 


Chilling 

Even more chilling is the 
reality that any invasion by 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia 
would lead to a further 
bloody escalation. 

Russian prime minis- 
ter Dmitry Medvedev had 
already said that any incur- 
sion by Saudi troops could 
lead to a “new world war”. 

He also said, “A ground 
operation draws everyone 
taking part in it into a war. 

“The Americans and our 
Arab partners must consider 
whether or not they want a 
permanent war.” 

US secretary of state John 
Kerry responded that the US 
“4s testing Russian and Iranian 
seriousness, and if they’re not 
serious, then there has to be 
consideration of a Plan B. You 
can’t just sit there.” 


National demonstration in 
Britain for Kurdish solidarity, 
Saturday 6 March, assemble 
12 noon at the BBC in Portland 
Place, London 
on.fb.me/1U30m5y 
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Labour MP 


under fire 
for betrayal 


of teachers 


Support is growing for Small Heath 
strikers and their rep—but not from 
the local MP, says Sadie Robinson 


NUT UNION members at Small 
Heath School in Birmingham 
held a solid three-day strike last 
week in defence of victimised 
union rep Simon O’Hara. 

Teachers plan two further 
three-day strikes, the first beginning 
next Tuesday. 

The mood on the picket line was 
“very good”, a teacher reported. A 
constant stream of horns tooted 
solidarity from passing vehicles, 
and trade unionists from other 
workplaces stood with strikers on 
the picket line. 

Bosses suspended Simon on 
7 January after he had helped lead a 
number of strikes against the school 
becoming an academy. 

For the union this is a clear 
attempt to victimise a rep—but not 
everyone sees it that way. 

Senior figures in the local Labour 
Party attacked strikers last week 
and demanded they return to work. 
Birmingham Ladywood Labour MP 
Shabana Mahmood said the strikes 
were not “proportionate”. 

But it is bosses who have been 
disproportionate. Not content with 
suspending Simon they suspended 
another NUT member a few weeks 
later. 

Labour councillor for Selly Oak, 
Brigid Jones, said the NUT was 
“crossing a line” by striking to 
defend a union member. 

She said the union should look 
to the disciplinary process to defend 
Simon instead of workers’ action. 


Defend 


But unions are right to strike to 
defend their members—and they 
should expect the Labour Party to 
back them up when they do. 

Many strikers were rightly furi- 
ous at the attacks from Labour on 
the picket lines last Wednesday. 
One teacher said, “There was a 
great deal of anger among strik- 
ers. There were a couple of people I 
thought might start to waver. 

“But they said it had freshened 
them up and made them more 
angry.” 

Many people, including some of 


BACK STORY 


Teachers at Small Heath School 
in Birmingham started striking 
in May last year 


@They oppose the forced 
transfer of the school to an 
academy. Bosses also proposed 
71 job losses this year 


@AIl three teaching unions 
struck to stop this last month. 
Bosses backed off from the job 
cuts and academisation 

@But they also suspended NUT 
union rep Simon O'Hara. NUT 
members struck in his defence 
last week 


Mahmood’s constituents, took to 
Twitter to denounce her attack on 
strikers. One said, “I am absolutely 
ashamed of you.” 

Another tweeted, “Disappointed 
my MP doesn’t understand 
importance of fighting victimisa- 
tion of union official. Question 
employers instead.” 


Lobby 


Teachers were set to to lobby 
Mahmood’s surgery this Friday in 
protest at her comments. 

Workers are also clear that 
this dispute is not just about one 
person. Bosses are trying to break 
union organisation to ram through 
attacks. 

They had planned on pushing 
through academisation and 71 job 
cuts before strikes forced them to 
retreat on both issues. 

As one teacher put it, “If we lose 
this, all those jobs are gone. And if 
they get away with victimising one 
union rep, no one else will want to 
be a rep or fight back. The national 
union cannot afford to lose this.” 

There is overwhelming support 
for Simon. Workers can win—but 
the national union needs to ramp 
up the pressure on school bosses. 


On other pages... 
Ly Councils under strain from yet 


more killer cuts >>Page 10&11 


#Reinstate 
Simon | 


#Relnstate 
“ Simon 


SOME OF the #ReinstateSimon solidarity selfies sent to @ReinstateSimon on Twitter 


Corbyn inspires trade union activists 
—despite attacks by the union leaders 


by NICK CLARK 


THE FIRST union conference 
since Jeremy Corbyn’s election to 
the Labour leadership—Unison’s 
women’s conference—was held in 
Brighton last week. 

Suzy Franklin, who was at the 
conference, told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s an anger among women 
at the Tories’ attacks and you 
could sense that from the floor.” 

Union activists are enthusiastic 
about the alternative to austerity 
that Corbyn’s election as Labour 
leader represents. 


Action 
And there’s a desire to turn 
enthusiasm into action. 

Suzy added, “There was great 
excitement and positivity around 
Corbyn’s campaign. People have 
been wanting to get involved 
in Unison because of Corbyn’s 
victory. 

“Last year when Ed Miliband 
was leader the atmosphere 
was very flat. This year it was 
different—and I think Corbyn’s 
election absolutely has something 
to do with that.” 

Sir Paul Kenny, general 


Sir Paul Kenny 


secretary of the GMB union, said 
last week that Corbyn would step 
down from the Labour leadership 
before the 2020 general election. 

He said that Corbyn was failing 
to provide a “credible alternative” 
to the Tories. 

Kenny has previously attacked 
Corbyn for wanting to scrap 
Trident nuclear missiles. Kenny 
and the Unite union leader Len 
McCluskey are lining up with the 
Labour right to defeat Corbyn on 
Trident. 

Both unions are set to hold 
special pro-Trident defence sector 


conferences in the next few weeks. 
Corbyn’s shadow defence 
secretary Emily Thornberry was 
shouted down by right wing 
Labour MPs for speaking against 
Trident at the Parliamentary 
Labour Party meeting last week. 


Attacked 


Meanwhile an article in the 
Sunday Telegraph newspaper 
attacked individual leading 
members of the Labour left group 
Momentum. 

It criticised members of 
Momentum’s steering committee 
for organising student protests and 
supporting Lutfur Rahman. 

Rahman was removed as mayor 
of Tower Hamlets in east London 
last year after an Islamophobic 
witch-hunt in 2014. 

The attack came after 
Momentum’s first national meeting 
earlier this month, where it was 
agreed to restrict membership and 
focus on internal Labour Party 
battles. 

Members of Momentum hope 
to support Jeremy Corbyn against 
the right. The best way to do this is 
to build a fight against the Tories 
based in workplaces and on the 
streets. 
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Kicked out 
their homes 


by rotten 


profiteers 


East London tenants could be just 
weeks away from eviction but vow 
to fight back, says Dave Sewell 


A PRIVATE business has 
bought almost a whole street in 
Walthamstow, east London—and 
put homes up for auction with 
residents still inside. The first 
evictions could be just weeks 
away. 

Some tenants on the Butterfields 
estate found out about their new 
landlord by accident. 

Others knew nothing until the 
menacing “notice to leave” letters 
began to arrive. 

Sukran and Dogan Rashit have 
been given until 26 March to leave 
their home of more than ten years. 

“We don’t know what will happen 
to us,” Sukran told Socialist Worker. 
“T have no money to put down a 
deposit on a new place. 

“My husband and I aren’t young 
and we both have health problems. 
When you've lived in a place for ten 
years you know all your neighbours. 

“My hospital, my GP and my 
daughter are all nearby. I can’t 
move somewhere new now. It’s 
frightening.” 

The Glasspool Trust charity— 
which claims to be about “help- 
ing people out of poverty”—sold 
63 homes to newly created devel- 
oper Butterfields E17 Ltd. 


Auction 

So far not everyone faces eviction. 
But a Butterfields’ staff member told 
journalists that if the first properties 
sell well others are likely to follow. 

They are up for auction for 
£350,000—described as “a worthy 
buy-to-let investment”. 

The firm’s directors have set up 
a number of property firms in the 
past. Tenants found no sign of them 
at the listed address. 

Glasspool claims to be “sad- 
dened” by eviction plans and to 
have “sought assurances” before 
sale. 

But this is not credible. Tenants’ 
homes are a developers’ gold mine. 

The estate sits in what estate 
agents are calling “Walthamstow 
Village”—a new hotspot in London’s 
overheated property market. Across 
Walthamstow rents went up 32 


Sukran Rashit faces eviction 


percent last year alone. 

Tenant Nathaniel faces losing his 
home of six years. 

He told Socialist Worker, “Prices 
around here have gone up well 
above what we’re paying. You’d 
need a higher income to stay—and 
if you don’t, you’re stuffed. Where 
do they want us to go? 

“We’re being priced out of the 
rental market and the area. And 
what’s shameful is that this is all 
being done to make a profit.” 

Sukran agreed, “It’s just private 
landlords trying to make money— 
they don’t care what happens to 
tenants.” 

This is a familiar story across 
Britain, especially in London. 

Property developers are trans- 
forming large areas—pushing out 
the poorest, then most workers, 
then all residents as luxury flats lie 
empty as investment vehicles. 

Butterfields tenants have set up 
a campaign, held meetings and are 
preparing protests. 

Inspired by successful campaigns, 
such as that around the New Era 
estate in Hackney, east London, 
they want to defend their homes. 

This can be part of turning the 
tide of gentrification. 

“The potential for a fightback is 
there,” said Nathaniel. “But only if 
we all fight together.” 

See E17 Butterfields on Facebook 
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OVER 400 joined the Rotherham Unite Against Fascism demo last September 


A DEFENCE campaign is being 
launched in Rotherham to 
support a group of 12 Asian 
men facing trial later this year. 

They are charged with 
violent disorder following a 
march by the Nazi Britain 
First last September. 

The public launch of the 
“Defend the Rotherham 12” 
campaign will take place in the 
town on Saturday 27 February. 


DEBATES 
“LEFT 


In next week's Socialist Worker 


PCS union general secretary 
Mark Serwotka discusses Jeremy 
Corbyn, the fightback and the 
challenges for trade unions 


HILLSBOROUGH 


Speakers will include 
civil rights barrister Michael 
Mansfield QC, Imran Khan, 
the solicitor for the Stephen 
Lawrence family, and Muhbeen 
Hussain of the Rotherham- 
based British Muslim Youth. 

On 5 September last year 
more than 400 people joined a 
counter-demonstration called 
by Rotherham Unite Against 
Fascism, which massively 


Defend the Rotherham 12 
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outnumbered Britain First. 
A report of an inquiry 
into police tactics on the 
day ordered by the South 
Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner is expected 
to be published soon. 
Campaigners are calling 
for the charges to be dropped 
and have adopted the slogan, 
“Self Defence is No Offence”. 
Phil Turner 


Coroner sums up evidence 


OFFICERS IN the 
police control 

box during the 
Hillsborough disaster 
“gave no thought” to 
the consequences of 
opening a gate to the 
stadium, a court has 
heard. 

Coroner Sir John 
Goldring is summing 
up evidence given 
to inquests into the 
deaths of 96 Liverpool 
fans who died as a 
result of the 1989 
disaster. 

The coroner 
recapped the evidence 
of former sergeant 
Michael Goddard and 
PCs Michael Ryan 
and Trevor Bichard. 


They were in the 
control box with 
match commander 
David Duckenfield. 

No major incident 
was declared. The 
coroner said that 
Bichard, Goddard and 
Ryan had said they 
were “unaware” of 
the South Yorkshire 
Police major incident 
plan at the time of the 
disaster. 

He reminded the 
jury that the control 
box requested dog 
handlers to be sent 
to the ground at 
3.04pm. 

None of the three 
officers mentioned a 
conversation between 


Duckenfield and 

FA chief executive 
Graham Kelly in their 
original statements. 
Duckenfield had told 
Kelly that fans had 
forced open a gate. 

The coroner also 
reminded the jury 
that evidence had 
been deleted from 
officers’ statements 
immediately after 
the disaster following 
legal advice. This 
included criticism of 
the policing of fans on 
the day. 

The coroner 
expects to conclude 
his Summing up on 
2 March. 


More at bit.ly/lom7her 
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Stop Nazis 
marching 


TWO WEEKS ago Swedish 
police detained three 
Poles who attacked a 
pro-refugees demo in 
Stockholm. 

Last week police 
arrested 14 people 
armed with weapons 
who were preparing to 
attack a refugee centre 
in Nynashamm, 40 miles 
from Stockholm. Among 
them were Polish neo- 
Nazis. 

Nazi groups from 
Poland have linked up 
with British fascists. 

National Rebirth 
of Poland (NRP) was 
working closely with the 
British National Party 
(BNP). The basis of that 
cooperation was to whip 
up racism against non- 
white communities. 

The decline of the 
BNP has led the NRP 
to abandon them and 
establish contact with 
fascist gangs of “Infidels”. 

The North-West 
Infidels have called 
an anti-Muslim demo 
in Manchester on 27 
February. A group of 
Polish Nazis calling 
themselves “Hooligans” 
is joining the rally. Their 
leaflets say “fuck Islam 
and Isis”. 

Unite Against Fascism 
has called a counter demo 
in Manchester to block 
the Nazis. Polish anti- 
fascists are mobilising 
for it, preparing leaflets 
in Polish explaining why 
we need to stand up to 
fascism. 

I am sure that Poles 
will turn up on our 
side of the barricades. 
The answer to the 
international hate 
of fascism is the 
international solidarity of 
workers. 

Jacek Szymanski 
London 
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Fans score victory over 
bosses ticket price hikes 


THE BACKING down by Liverpool 
Football Club’s US owners over ticket 
prices is a welcome step in the right 
direction. 

We hope this is the start of a 
process that will meet our request for 
70 percent of fans paying £30 or less. 

This is a fair price for a club in one 
of the most deprived areas of Britain. 

Three years ago, the Spirit of 
Shankly supporters’ union called two 
mass meetings and asked supporters 
of every football club in England to 
attend. 

At those meetings we said that 
fans from every club were being 
priced out. 

Every person in the room knew 
someone who used to follow their 
club everywhere and no longer did. 


To have any hope of changing this 
we had to stand together and fight 
together (Socialist Worker, 10 
February). 

That meant Liverpool fans had to 
stand with Everton and Manchester 
United. That Spurs had to stand with 
Arsenal. 

After the meetings old enemies 
shook hands and new friendships 
were made. 

Since then there have been joint 
protests by Liverpool, Everton, 
Manchester United, and City, and 
most other supporters. 

Once upon a time they only spoke 
to each other via threats and shouts 
over barbed wire fences. 

Soaring ticket prices mean there 
are fewer working class people in 


football stadiums. 

This has led to a lack of 
atmosphere and the passionate 
crowds that those in charge of our 
clubs market the game on. 

We will continue to work with 
supporters of all other clubs in the 
hope that football can be made 
affordable to all working people at 
every club. 

Our ultimate aim is to see fan 
ownership at Liverpool Football 
Club. 

If you’re a football supporter, you 
might hate your rival fans. But I 
promise you that you have far more 
in common with them than the 
people at the top who run your club. 

Phil Rowan 
Spirit of Shankly Management Committee 


Greek workers need 
solidarity, not Syriza 


ALEX GALANOS is wrong 
to argue that Greece’s 
Syriza government deserves 
solidarity (Letters, 10 
February). 

We don’t give solidarity 
to Syriza but to the working 
class people fighting 
against its austerity. 

These are the people 
occupying schools and 
universities, saving lives in 
Lesvos, demonstrating 
against the Nazis of Golden 
Dawn and who made the 
general strike so successful. 

Syriza leader Alexis 
Tsipras was always ready to 


“guarantee the continuity 
of the civil state”. 

Syriza remained loyal to 
its principles—the 
principles of reformism. 

The attempt to satisfy 
the profoundly different 
interests of workers, 
capitalists and European 
institutions led to it 
agreeing an austerity deal 
with its creditors. 

Syriza’s U-turn was not 
an obligation towards any 
patronage but a result of its 
own contradictory nature. 

Alexandra Kriti 
Sheffield 


How Is blocking migrants progressive? 


ALEX CALLINICOS points 
out (Socialist Worker, 
6 February) how national 
borders are reappearing 
across Europe with refugees 
as their main target. But 
something else is going on. 
European Union (EU) 
leaders caved in to Tory 
David Cameron on migrant 
workers’ in-work benefits, 
saying there is “a problem”. 
The new deal negotiated 
by Cameron outlines 
changes to EU law which 
roll back free movement. 
EU law gives the family 
of an EU worker the right 
to live with their partner in 
Britain. 
Under the new plan, 


Racist borders kill 


many family members will 
now be forced to apply 
under stricter immigration 
rules. 

EU leaders are joining 
Cameron’s attack on British 
citizens’ right to bring their 
families to Britain. This is 
increasingly used by people 


who cannot meet the 
£18,600 minimum income 
threshold for non-EU 
migrants set in 2012. 

EU leaders are 
implementing Cameron’s 
proposal to treat people 
who do this as if they are 
evading Britain’s 
immigration rules. 

Cameron’s deal will 
hit people across all 
28 member states. He is 
being aided by the leading 
politicians of the EU. 

True internationalism 
means exposing this rotten 
deal, not keeping quiet or 
pretending it is progressive. 

Ed Mynott 
Manchester 
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Justa 
thought... 


Go to hell 
Albright 


US politician Madeleine 
Albright said there was a 
“special place in hell” for 
women who don’t vote 
for Hillary Clinton. 

| hope that there is a 
“special place in hell” 
for people who say—as 
Albright did—that the 
death of half a million 
lraqi children is a price 
that’s “worth paying”, 
which is what Madeleine 
Albright said. 

Sasha Simic 

Hackney 


New leader, 
same Labour? 


WHY aren’t Birmingham 
Labour politicians 
supporting sacked NUT 
union rep Simon O’Hara? 

Nowt’s changed under 
Jeremy Corbyn. Labour 
are still a bunch of 
frauds. 

Pip 

on Twitter 


IT’S AN interesting time 
for politics. The rise 

of Corbyn has shifted 
political debate to the 
left. 

As socialists we must 
support him in his fight 
for reform. 

But we should also 
continue the discussion 
on social democracy 
versus revolution. 

Gabby Thorpe 
West London 


Support the 
junior docs 


THE TORIES’ attacks on 
the junior doctors and 
student bursary is part 
of a growing assault on 
the NHS. 

The campaigns must 
unite to save the NHS. 

Sami 

London South Bank University 


TO HOLD our doctors 
hostage to unfair terms 
and contracts is to 
disregard the health and 
safety of the public. 

Jean 
on Twitter 


No help for 
abuse victims 


POLICE should examine 
evidence and listen to 
victims of abuse rather 
than ignoring them. 
They are too 
often dismissed as 
“promiscuous”. They 
need resources and help 
the Tories won’t provide. 
The Tories don’t care. 
They don’t want the 
abuses of the rich and 
powerful to be reported. 
Name provided 
Swansea 
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Cee | FEATURE 


The Tories are licking their lips as 
more savage cuts to local services 
start to bite. Raymie Kiernan looks 


at what’s at stake 


HE TORIES have 
unveiled plans to slash 
council funding to the 
bone. The cuts will 
make life unbearable 
for the most vulnerable 
people—and hurt millions more. 

Children’s centres will go. Libraries 
will close. Older people who can’t 
feed or wash themselves properly 
will be left without care workers to 
help them. 

People with mental health prob- 
lems or who are homeless will find it 
harder to get help. Victims of violence 
will be left without support (see box). 

In Oxfordshire the council has 
even put HIV prevention services in 
the firing line to cut costs. 

But this ideological project isn’t just 
about money. It’s about getting busi- 
nesses to run council services and 
hollowing out local democracy. 

The Tory minister for Communities 
and Local Government, Greg Clark, 
boasted last week, “The devolution of 
power and resources from Whitehall 
is gathering momentum.” 

He was announcing the latest 
local government funding settlement 
for councils in England this year. 
Clark admitted that central govern- 
ment grants to councils “will disap- 
pear altogether”. Yet in 2010 these 
grants represented nearly 80 percent 
of council spending. 


Sinister 

The Tories want councils to make up 
the shortfall by funding more of their 
spending using business rates. This is 
the most sinister development. 

Since 2013 councils keep half the 
business rates collected locally. 

The Tories want these to make up 
a bigger proportion of council spend- 
ing with plans for local authorities to 
keep 100 percent of business rates. 

A government document makes 
clear what this would mean. 
Businesses “will have more influence 
on council’s decisions, including their 
budget as the council’s income is 
directly linked to the success of busi- 
nesses in its areas”. 

It added that this would create 
“a more conducive atmosphere” for 
developers. The shift would make it 
much easier for businesses to influence 
policy. Competing councils would be 
pushed to adopt pro-business policies 
to attract firms to their areas. 

The Tories have already manoeu- 
vred to get more business involvement 
in council services. Funding cuts have 
created financial crises in councils and 
forced them to seek “alternative deliv- 
ery models” for services. 

This has meant even more outsourc- 
ing—leading to worse services and 
attacks on workers. Without serious 
resistance nationally, this is now set to 
get much worse. Labour Party shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell pledged 
to “launch a national campaign over 
council cuts and mobilise communi- 
ties” last November. 

It was a refreshing change from 
previous Labour leaderships who, at 
best, pitched austerity-lite. 

Many hoped that Labour councils 
would actively resist Tory austerity 


and refuse to pass cuts budgets. 

But within a month McDonnell 
and Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
wrote to Labour councils urging them 
not to set “no cuts budgets”. 

They claimed that failure to set 
balanced budgets would be illegal. 

They warned that Tory ministers 
would then be able to make decisions 
on spending. They added, “Their 
priorities would certainly not meet 
the needs of the communities that 
elected us.” 

Yet people didn’t elect Labour 
councils to see their services slashed. 
There are legal ways of stopping the 
cuts that could be pursued now to 
defend services. 

The local government executive of 
the Unison union recently called on 
councils not to implement the cuts. 

Its motion called on “Labour, 
Plaid Cymru and SNP councils to set 
legal no-cuts budgets, use reserves, 
capitalise eligible general 
fund expenditure and borrow 
prudentially to generate resources so 
that no council need make cuts.” 

It emphasised that “these are 
short-term measures”. It said, “The 
financial measures must be com- 
bined with a national campaign, 
linking councils, trade unions and 
communities in a fight against the 
Tories’ austerity programme.” 

Every local government union 
branch should take up the “no cuts 
budget” demand. It must be raised 
with the Labour Party, Momentum 
groups and in every campaign. 

Winning this would be a basis for 
the all-out resistance we need. 


Women in danger 


TORY-LED PORTSMOUTH City 
Council plans to slash £130,000 
from domestic abuse services 
from next year as council funding 
cuts bite. This is the bleak reality 
of what Tory austerity will mean. 
Reports of domestic violence 
are rising. Recorded cases in 
England and Wales rose by 
31 percent between 2013 and 
2015, according to Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary. 
Around 500 domestic violence 
victims are currently supported in 
Portsmouth. One council worker 
said the real figure could be 
much bigger—and that staff are 
already finding it hard to cope. 
“We could be looking at deaths 
and murders in Portsmouth for 
lack of support,” they said. 
Protesters against the cut 
invaded a council meeting and 
forced it to stop for ten minutes. 
Councillors have cynically 
portrayed protesters as violent. 
Tory council leader Donna 
Jones claimed, “Il have never 
been so frightened and targeted 
in all my life.” In reality it is 
vulnerable women in the city who 
are being put in danger by Jones’ 
cuts. The council also plans to 
make cuts to the fire service, for 
good measure. 


of council funding has been cut by the Tories 

in the 2016-17 budgets. The Financial Times 
newspaper noted that England’s local authorities 
were cut by a fifth between 2009 and 2015 


from local authority 
budgets in real terms 


ll 
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PORTSMOUTH PROTEST at cuts to domestic 


violence services last week 


Picture: Les CROMPTON 


Nothing left to cut? Then charge more 


EVEN TOP Tories admit that the 
latest cuts to council funding will 
be devastating. Tory Lord Porter, 
chair of the Local Government 
Association, said many councils 
would have to make “significant 
reductions to local services 
to plug funding gaps”. 

This would mean “asking 
residents to pay more 
council tax while possibly 
offering fewer services”. 

The situation is already dire. 

Over 500,000 council jobs have 
gone since 2010. Those remaining 
face wage cuts, attacks on sick 
leave, holidays and more. 

The Tories have imposed a 
1 percent pay cap in the public 
sector. It’s predicted to bring 
public sector wages to their 
lowest level relative to the private 
sector in over 25 years by 2020. 


Private sector vampires are licking their 


COUNCILS are plundering their 
reserves. Some 40 percent are 
using them to fund “smarter 
service delivery” projects. 

In reality this is outsourcing. 
Councils tender out services and 
invite private sector bids. Firms 
win if they can deliver a cheap 
service—regardless of the quality. 
This gives the green light for 
companies to attack pay, as their 
main cost is workers’ wages. 

The outsourced market for public 
services has an annual turnover 
of £82 billion. This is growing as 
austerity fuels more outsourcing. 

The value of contracts signed 
by councils rose by nearly a 
quarter between 2014 and 2015. 

Local government spent 
£756 million on outsourcing in 
2015. This made up 13 percent of 
the total value of all outsourcing 
agreements signed in Britain. 


‘ 


Tory Lord Porter: councils could collapse 


The privatisation is accelerating. 
New agreements accounted 
for 55 percent of all deals 
signed last year. That compares 
to 38 percent in 2014. 

The length of the contracts 
has also grown. 

Arvato is one of the private 
vulture firms profiting from services 
by punting “customer relationship 
management” (CRM) systems 
to councils. Apparently these 
“help clients identify additional 
commercial opportunities to 
maximise revenue per customer”. 

Bosses are licking their lips 
at the prospect of making 
even more money. 

Arvato boss Debra Maxwell 
declared that “councils need to 
fundamentally rethink the way they 
work” in the wake of the Tories’ 
Spending Review last November. 

She looked forward to “new 


The Institute of Fiscal Studies 
said this year’s 1.4 percent 
rise in national insurance 
contributions will cut take-home 
pay by up to £480 a year. 
There have been petty 
attacks too. Some councils 
have started charging for 
things like staff car parking. 
According to the Local 
Government Association this is 
because “efficiency savings”—cuts 
to services—have been exhausted. 
Now councils plan to increase 
fees and charges, and sell 
off public assets to meet the 
“challenge” of funding cuts. 
They could also raise council 
tax. Meanwhile the government 
has gifted tax cuts worth 
£4 billion a year to top rate 
taxpayers and £5 billion a year 
to large company shareholders. 


. 
approaches to transformation in 
2016, such as moving services 
entirely online, sharing services 
virtually, and introducing 
robotic process automation”. 

The Tories and their boss friends 
claim that outsourcing delivers 
services more “efficiently”. This 
really means services on the cheap 
and even more attacks on local 
government workers. 

The Tories 
want to see 
commercial 
councils 
across 
England. 
Unions should 
use their 
collective power 
to stop them— 
before it’s too late. 


Arvato: always happy to outsource you 
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WHAT’S ON 


17 February 2016 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


SOUTHAMPTON 


STAND UP TO RACISM PUBLIC MEETINGS . 
Can Corbynomics work? 


WHAT WE 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


STAND FOR Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 
an erugees weicome rere Fe 
- Marxism and women’s Devonshire Rd, 
These are the core politics of liberation S015 2GY 


the Socialist Workers Party. 
INDEPENDENT WORKING 


Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Priory Street Community 


STALBANS 
Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 


Centre, Jeremy Corbyn? 
Ghee oe: workers’ labour Pe Eriany St Wed 2 Mar 7.30pm, 
YO1 6ET Trinity Church Hall (upstairs), 


creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 

when the working class seizes { 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 


1 Beaconsfield Rd 

(near St Albans City station), 
AL13RD 

SWANSEA 

Who gains from the 
European Union? 

Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 


SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


CAMBRIDGE 
Tue 1 Mar, 7pm, 


LONDON:SOUTH EAST 
Tue 1 Mar, 7pm, 

Richard Hoggart Building 
(main building), Room 137a, 
Goldsmiths College, 


MANCHESTER 

Tue 1 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 

M25NS 


YORK 

Fri 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Crescent Community Venue, 
8The Crescent, 

Y024 1AW 


Keynes Hall, 
Kings College, 
CB21ST 


ABERDEEN 
Missile madness—why we 


patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 


say Trident must go 


SE146NW 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


SA2 OBP 


wraiora Bagless Thu 25 Feb, 6pm, LONDON: EALING NOTTINGHAM TELFORD 

ies iesiia la y- th The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, Tue 23 Feb, 7.30pm, LONDON: HARINGEY Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, Unions, Labour and the fight 
Ca pee ee eh 6-8 Little Belmont St, St Mary’s Church Hall, Thur 3 Mar, 7.30pm, Friends Meeting House, © against austerity 
de eee es eee AB101JG St Mary's Rd, W5 5RH West Indian Cultural Centre, Clarendon St, Thu 10 Mar,7.30pm, 

9 ; BARNSLEY 9 Clarendon Rd,N8 ODJ NG15JD Carriages, 


Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 


LONDON: HACKNEY 
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 


LONDON: TOWER 


OXFORD 


The Parade, 
Wellington, 


THERE IS NO Thu 25 Feb, 6.30pm, The Round Chapel, HAMLETS Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, TF1LI1PY 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD YMCA, 2 Powerscroft Rd (corner Thu3 Mar, 4.15pm, Oxford Town Hall, WAKEFIELD 

Tie Sianeinaes oft dine onesent Blucher St, Lower Clapton Rd), London Muslim Centre, St Aldate’s, The European Union— 
P S701AP E50PU 46 Whitechapel Rd,E1 1JX OX11BX should we stay or should 


parliament, army, police and 

judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 


BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
The fight to defend the NHS 
Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, 


Marching against racism 


we go? 
Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre, 


and are designed to protect the Birmingham LGBT Centre, DERBM , TESWICH LONDON:ISLINGTON MEDWAY Lower York St, 
ruling class against the workers 38/40 Holloway Circus, This changes everything — After Cop21—why Marxism and the fight for War onTerrorto Prevent — WF13LJ 

The working class needs an 7 B11EQ capitalism vs climate capitalism can’t save the LGBT+ liberation Islamophobia today WOLVERHAMPTON AND 
anively iiveven nde ee BOLTON : Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, planet Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, WALSALL 
workers’ state based upon How do we win LGBT+ West End Community Centre, Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, The Old Fire Station, Nucleus Arts Centre The fight for LGBT+ 
councils of workers’ delegates and liberation? Mackworth Rd (next to Labour Club, 84 Mayton St, (Conference Room), liberation in Britain 
Awan icrs'anilti Wed 2 Mar, 6.30pm, Britannia Mill), 33-35 Silent St, N7 6QT 272 High St, ME4 4BP Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 

iN paras parliamentary Bolton Socialist Club, DE223BL IPL1TF LONDON: KINGSTON : NEWCASTLE © Quaker Meeting House, 
activity can be used to make 16 Wood St (off DONCASTER LANCASTER 100 years since the Dublin Are we heading for another 1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
propaganda against the present Bradshawgate), Why we needa What do we mean by the Easter Rising —lessons for economic slump? E17 4QU 
earn BL11DY revolutionary party united front? socialists Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, YORK 

; Only the mass action of the BRADFORD Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, The Labour Club, Fortress Europe—racism 
workers themselves can destroy A socialist history of the Women’s Centre, Friends Meeting House, Kingston Quaker Centre, 11 Leazes Park Rd, and the European Union 
the system Labour Party 21 Cleveland St, eeting House Lane, Fairfield East, NE14PF Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 
: Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, DN13EH LA11TX KT12PT NORWICH Sea Horse Hotel, 
INTERNATIONALISM Glyde House, DUDLEY LEEDS: CITY CENTRE LONDON: LEWISHAM Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 4 Fawcett St, 
The struggle for socialism is Glydegate, Missile madness— why we Arebel’s guide to James Marxism and the fight for the fight for socialism Y0O10 4AH 
part of aworldwide struggle BD50BQ say Trident must go Connolly LGBT+ liberation Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, 
BRIGHTON Wed 24 Feb, 8pm, Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, Vauxhall Centre, 


We campaign for solidarity with 


{ MOVEMENT } 


onrateens ita chine couarics Is the world heading for The What Centre, The Swarthmore Education West Greenwich Community Johnson Place, EVENTS 
We oppose everything wvicta another global economic 23 Coventry St, Centre, and Arts Centre, NR22SA 
turns workers fromone country slump? DY81EP 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 141 Greenwich High Rd(near = (NOTTINGHAM DORCHESTER 
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, DUNDEE LS31AD Greenwich main line and DLR Brexit—No to the EU James Connolly and the 


against those from other countries. 
We oppose racism and 


Friends Meeting House, 


Is class still relevant? 


LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 


station), 


Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 


Easter Rising 


3 cue Ship St, Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, How dowe organiselowpaid SE108JA International Community Sat 5 Mar, 1.30pm, 
Hil Sal ii all BN11AF Dundee Voluntary Action, workers? LONDON: NEWHAM Centre, Colliton Club, 
We support the right Bablace BRISTOL ; 10 Constitution Rd, Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, Marxism, sexuality and 61b Mansfield Rd, Colliton Park, 
people and other oppressed Marxism and the fight DD11LL The Pepperpot Centre, gender NG13FN DT11XJ. 
against sexism EDINBURGH laThorpe Close, Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, OXFORD Organised by Dorset Socialists 


groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 


Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 


The politics of Sinn Fein 


Ladbroke Grove (very close to 


Stratford Advice Arcade, 


James Connolly and the 


NATIONAL 


F ; : YHA, Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, the station), 107-109 The Grove (next to Easter Rising of 1916 Stop Trident— march and 
Sea en nae 14 Narrow Quay, Friends Meeting House, W105XL Morrisons car park), Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, rally 
dlamonsiies dhat asocialist BS14QA 7 Victoria St, LONDON:BRIXTON = E15 1HP Restore, Sat 27 Feb, 12am, 
ieweallutivorn Caan Survive lin CAMBRIDGE — a EH12JL Marxism and imperialism— LONDON: SOUTHWARK Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), Central London, 
isolation in one country. Marxism and imperialism — EXETER why does capitalism lead to How do we win LGBT+ OX41YH cnduk.org 
: why does capitalism create Missile madness— why we war? Liberation? PLYMOUTH Shut Down Yarl’s Wood 


In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 


wars? 
Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, 


say Trident must go 
Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, 


Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre, 


Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure Centre 


Missile madness—why we 
say Trident must go 


Sat 12 Mar,1.30pm, 
Yarl’s Wood Immigration 


asiinillarausieanwas laker St Paul's, New Horizon Cafe, 2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, (Room 2), Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, Removal Centre, 
eerie ny Stallialist aarties Hills Rd, 47 Longbrook St, facing Windrush Square), Artichoke Place (off Quaker House, Milton Earnest., MK44 1FD. 
Wesu See fy ge : CB21JP EX4 6AW SW21EP Camberwell Church St), 74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF on.fb.me/1nA80Ik 

PP 99 CARDIFF GLASGOW: NORTH LONDON: CAMDEN SE58TS POOLE Kill the Housing Bill demo 


workers in these countries against 

both private and state capitalism. 
We are for real social, 

economic and political equality 


Marxism and disability 
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 


After Cop21—why 
capitalism can’t save the 
planet 


Is the world heading for 
another global economic 
slump? 


LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
The fight for LGBT+ 
liberation in Britain 


What do we mean by the 
united front? 
Tue 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 


Sun 13 Mar,12pm, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, WC2A. 


a wverrneia. VW aude ary aman Cathays Terrace, Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, The Blue Boar, defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
amalll iar aacitsentraleeiion CF24 4HX Fred Paton Centre, Chadwick Building,room G07, Quaker Meeting House, 29 Market Close, March for Health, Homes, 
aanilaee Eten, GeV ieowallaad CHELMSFORD 19 Carrington St University College London, 1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), BH151NE Jobs & Education 

g 1 9Y, The fight to defend the NHS (near St George’s Cross Gower St, E17 4QU PORTSMOUTH Sat 16 Apr, 1pm, 


transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 


underground), 
G4 9AJ 
GLASGOW: SOUTH 


WC1E 6BT 
LONDON: EALING 
What do Marxists say about 


MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 


Marxism, sexuality and 
gender 
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 


Gower St/ Euston Rd, 
London, WC2N. 
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk 


CM12QL The Dublin Lockout of 1913 terrorism? Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, Somerstown Central, Marxism Festival 
CHESTERFIELD Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, Chorlton Central Church Rivers St, Thu 30 June— Mon 4 July, 
Lhe ibaa pea What do Marxists say about Govanhill Baths, West LondonTrade Union Club, (Meeting Room), PO5 4EY Central London. 
militant sections of the working sexuality and gender? 99 Calder St, 33-35 High St, Acton, Barlow Moor Rd, ROTHERHAM ; = A five-day annual political 
class have to be organised into a Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, G427RA W3 6ND M21 8BF The Middle East,imperialism —_ festival hosted by the Socialist 
revolutionary socialist party Chesterfield Library, HARLOW LONDON: HACKNEY MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE and Isis Workers Party. 
‘ New Beetwell St, Pride, Politics and What do we mean by the Marxism, sexuality and Wed 24 Feb, 7pm, marxismfestival.org.uk 


Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 


S40 1QN 

COLCHESTER 
Israel—the hijack state 
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 


Protest—a Marxist analysis 
of LGBT+ oppression 

Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 


united front? 

Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 


gender 

Thu 25 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 


Talbot Lane Methodist Church 
Centre, 

Moorgate St, 

S60 2EY 


Fate The Odd One Out, 1 Church Leys, Lower Clapton Rd), M25NS SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
ee pe es ee viet aeceae 28 Mersea Rd, CM18 6BX E50PU MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHTAND = — Marxism and imperialism 
Woathewaitelonilélevetalecrae file C02 7ET HUDDERSFIELD LONDON: HARINGEY LEVENSHULME —why does capitalism 
aacamernarn emda tye wales COVENTRY Marxism and Religion Is the working class Missile madness—why we create wars? 

. Marxism and the fight for Wed 24 Feb, 6.30pm, finished? say Trident must go Thu 25 Feb, 7.30pm, 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Wwww.swp.org.uk 


LGBT+ liberation 
Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 


Brian Jackson House, 
2 New North Parade 


Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall, 


Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Food Factory, 


Central United Reformed 
Church, 


h 20 784: 2 Ff West Indian Centre, (near both train and bus West Green Rd (corner 884 Stockport Rd 60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
be ole Oped2 tc 159 Spon St, ; stations), Vincent Rd), Levenshulme, ; Theatre), 
CV13BB HD15JP N15 3QH M193BN $12JB 
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A familys dreams crasn into 
racism in this fizzing revival 


Eclipse Theatre company’s production of A Raisin in the Sun brings to life 
Lorraine Hansberry’s 1959 play of US society in turmoil, says Dave Gibson 


A RAISIN in the Sun is set in the 
1950s US in an overcrowded apart- 
ment in Chicago’s Southside. It’s 
based around the five members of 
the tight-knit black Younger family. 

The play made a huge impact when 
it was written by Lorraine Hansberry 
in 1959. 

The Eclipse Theatre compa- 
ny’s revival is a powerful take on 
Hansberry’s drama. It shows racism 
blighting the Youngers’ lives—and 
black people standing up to it. 

Angela Wynter gives a convinc- 
ing performance as the mother Lena 
Younger, as does Susan Wokoma as 
her student daughter Beneatha. 

It begins with Lena waiting for a 
$10,000 insurance cheque after her 
late husband’s death. 

Beneatha aspires to be a doctor 
and her brother Walter wants to be 
a businessman. 

But Walter’s ambition clashes with 
his mother’s dream of buying a new 
family home, because both depend 
on the insurance cheque. 

The tension ratchets up when 
Lena puts a deposit on a house in 
Clybourne Park, an all-white area. 


Threats 

A white representative from the 
Clybourne Park Improvement 
Association tries to persuade the 
family not to move in by using brib- 
ery and racist threats. 

Lena gives Walter control of the 
rest of the money, while telling him 
what she wants him to do with it. The 
resulting tensions threaten to rip the 
family apart. 

Political ideas also fizz through 
the play. Beneatha is inspired by 
her African heritage and African lib- 
eration struggles, and wrestles with 
ideas of identity. 

She cuts off what her Nigerian 
boyfriend Asagai calls her “mutilated 
hair” to leave it close-cropped and 
unstraightened. 

Beneatha resists what she calls the 
“dominant” and “oppressive culture” 
of White America. And she challenges 
the sexism of the men around her. 

The title comes from Langston 
Hughes’ poem A Dream Deferred. 

He asks, “What happens to a dream 
deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin 
in the sun? Or does it explode?” 

All the adult Youngers dream of a 
better life for the family. 

This production brings out how 
their struggles to achieve those 
dreams clash with the exploitation 
and racism of US society. 


A Raisin in the Sun 

Directed by Dawn Walton 
Touring England until 26 March 
For more details go to 
eclipsetheatre.org.uk 


iN 


Red Africa 


EXHIBITION 


RED AFRICA SEASON 


Calvert 22, London E2 7JP 
Until 3 April, calvert22.org 


THIS SOVIET propaganda poster 


_ 


h. 


from 1953 contrasts racism in the 
West with the supposed equality 
of the Eastern bloc. 

It is part of the Red Africa 
season exploring Soviet influence 
on Africa during the Cold War. 

Immediately after the Russian 


Revolution the Bolsheviks pushed 
for international revolution. 

But after the rise of Stalin, the 
decision on supporting liberation 
movements was conditioned by 
whether it would help Russia’s 
competition with the West. 


MUSIC 


CONCERT TO CALAIS 
Touring across the south of 
England from 20-26 March 
For more information got to 
concerttocalais.wordpress.com 
Follow @ConcertToCalais on 
Twitter and Concert to Calais 
on Facebook 

Donate at crowdfunder.co.uk/ 
concert-to-calais 


CONCERT TO Calais is a 
seven-day music tour to raise 
awareness about the refugee 
crisis as well as supplies for 
refugees in Calais. 

It features a range of local 
artists in each area from 
alternative rock bands to 
techno. After the tour kicks 
off in London on Monday 
20 March, it will head 
through Reading, 
Southampton, Portsmouth, 


CONCERT T0 


CALAIS 


a 
Raising solidarity for refugees 


Brighton and Dover. It will 
finish up in Calais itself on 
26 March. 

Rather than paying money 
for entry into the gigs, the 
organisers are asking people 
to bring supplies instead. 

They will take the supplies 
and distribute them to the 
refugees in Calais. In the 
meantime they need your 
help to reach their £1,000 
target to put the tour on. 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Great reads at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop 


A Very Capitalist 
Condition—a history 


and politics of disability 
Roddy Slorach 


Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation 
Judith Orr 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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O corporations 

run society? Or is 

it the state? What 

links the two, what 

divides them, and 

how do we chal- 
lenge them? These questions 
are as old as capitalism. 

Answering them is essential 
to any strategy to overthrow it. 

Two recent controversies 
have shown them in very dif- 
ferent lights. 

Britain became the latest 
country to cut Google a deal to 
pay very little tax. It channels 
almost all of its non-US profits 
through low-tax Ireland. 

This border-straddling 
multinational seems too 
fleet-footed for nation states to 
keep up with. 

In the steel industry the 
multinationals are lumbering 
giants. They plead helplessness 
and—backed by the unions— 
beg the state protects them 
from Chinese imports. 

So which is it? 

The truth is that multination- 
als and governments are each 
other’s accomplices in a system 
built on exploitation. 

And no fight against one can 
be won without taking on the 
other. 

In its home state, the US, 
Google pays “pretty much the 
full tax rate” according to cam- 
paigner Richard Murphy. 

If European authorities were 
to call its bluff and demand 
changes here too, Google 
couldn’t afford to abandon the 
European market. 

If the Tories used import 
tariffs to increase the price of 
Chinese steel, it might shelter the 
profits of steel multinationals’ 
British operations. 

But this would both endan- 
ger the Tories’ attempts to court 
Chinese investment and increase 
costs for a much larger section 
of British manufacturing. 


Lying 

Governments that claim they 
are at the mercy of the global 
market are lying. So are bosses 
who say they are at the mercy 
of government policy. 

The modern nation state and 
the capitalist economy created 
each other. 

Early merchants and 
bankers strengthened existing 
monarchies as a weapon against 
the feudal structures that held 
them back. 

Later they fought to reshape 
them into regimes to suit their 
own ends. 

Despite talk of a free market, 
their new society needed a 
stronger state than ever. And it 


As the average 
firms got bigger, 
their embrace 
of the state 
grew tighter 
aaa eee 


Global economic competition 
led to conflict between rival 
states—and the horror of the 
First World War 


was never neutral. 

The first modern states used 
their military might to extort 
commercial advantages for 
their capitalists. 

They pillaged the world of 
raw materials, and forced mil- 
lions of Africans into slavery. 

Farm enclosure acts, laws 
against vagrancy and later 
“workhouse” prisons were used 
against the poor. 

The state forced anyone who 
might have worked the land to 
sell their labour instead. 


OR THE revolu- 
tionary Karl Marx, 
capitalism came 
“into the world drip- 
ping from head to 
foot, from every 
pore, with blood and dirt”. 

And while companies such as 
the East India Company often 
drove these crimes, it took the 
state to finish them. 

Often landlords, bankers 
and industrialists became pol- 
iticians themselves, or at least 
worked hard to cultivate links 
with them. 

This continues today (see 
right). 

And there are always ten- 
sions between capitalists and 
the state, over who foots the 
bill for reforms or which sector 
gains at the expense of another. 

But governments and bosses 
are bound together by a 
common interest. 

The state has a growing 
bureaucracy and armed forces it 
can only fund if it has a growing 
economy to tax. And capitalists 
have kept finding more needs 
only the state can fulfil. 

It provides infrastructure 
and maintains a skilled, healthy 
workforce. 

Governments can force 
through reforms that _ 
go against the short 
term interests of some 
capitalists but which are essen- 
tial for their long term success 
as a class. As capitalism devel- 
oped, so did the working class 
it exploited. 

And when workers fought 
for their own interests it 
exposed the state’s class 
nature. In 1871 France’s rulers 
slaughtered workers who had 
risen up to run Paris in their 
own interests. 


Workers who rose up 


Paris were massacred 


Marx wrote, “The state 
power assumed more and more 
the character of national power 
of capital over labour, of a 
public force organised for social 
enslavement, of an engine of 
class despotism.” 

One constant tendency has 
been for firms to swallow each 
other up. 

As the average firms got 
bigger, their embrace of the 
state grew tighter. 

This led to the horror of the 
First World War. Capitalists 
couldn’t expand their activi- 
ties without crashing into the 


{® interests of rival powers. 


Economic competition 


§ spilled over into military com- 


petition—and the slaughter of 
the trenches. 
For much of the 20th century 


WHO PULLS 
THE STRINGS? 


In the wake of the notorious Google tax deal, Dave Sewell 
looks at what really ties businesses and governments together 


state intervention and nation- 
alised industry was the norm 
around the world. 

But as the economy stag- 
nated, state protection of 
unprofitable industries was 
seen as stopping the market 
adapting. 


Attack 


Private bosses were judged to 
be better placed to attack work- 
ers’ terms and conditions. 

Still, even arch-privatiser 
Margaret Thatcher sold off less 
than 10 percent of state assets 
over ten years. 

Public spending has only 
increased since then. 

And in Europe many indus- 
tries were never privatised. 
Some privatised utilities in 
Britain have even been bought 


up by rivals that are still 
state-owned. 

Firms have grown to the 
point where one state is often 
not enough. But as the case of 
Google underlines, most of these 
multinationals remain closely 
linked to their home state. 

They have to build similar 
links with governments in other 
states where they operate. 

The TTIP trade deal being 
negotiated between the US and 
European Union (EU) is sup- 
posed to show power shifting 
from states to multinationals. 

If anything it shows how 
multinationals are immensely 
concerned with states—and 
how states are actively shaping 
the process. 

Capitalists are torn between 
three contradictory pressures. 


The first is the pressure to 
scale back international opera- 
tions when their profits are under 
threat. We have seen this from 
troubled supermarket chains 
ditching their foreign 
subsidiaries. 

The second is getting bodies 
such as the EU to play part of 
the role of a state at a larger 
scale. Third is building links 
across the world over the heads 
of these bodies. 

This three-way clash leads to 
political crises. It underlies the 
current bitter rows over the EU 
and the euro. 

But multinationals and states 
will always work together to 
protect the system that causes 
these crises. 

It’s up to us to fight them 
both. 


DAVID CAMERON and Rupert Murdoch 


That's what good 
friends are for 


N 2010 David 
Cameron promised 
to end the “revolving 
door” between 
government and big 
business. But he didn’t 
seem to get round 
to telling the people 
who became his top 
ministers. 

Andrew Lansley was 
the health secretary 
who drove privatisation 
into the heart of 
the NHS. He’s now 
taken jobs from two 
big private firms. 

One is Roche, the 
drugs maker that 
gouged a fortune from 
the NHS for cancer 
drugs. The other is 
Blackstone, the hedge 
fund not content with 
wrecking Southern 
Cross care homes, 
which now wants to 
buy up health services. 

Former benefit- 
slashing minister 
Esther McVey made 
up for losing her 
seat with five new 
jobs—including with 
a hedge fund and a 
“communications” firm. 

Both say their 
new “duties” don’t 
involve lobbying 
current politicians, 
as former ministers 
face a two-year ban 
on this. Backbench 
MPs and former New 
Labour ministers have 
no such worries. 

Some firms are 


invited straight to the 
top table. Tax minister 
David Gauke recently 
chaired a “business 
forum on tax and 
competitiveness” 

in the Treasury. 

Top bosses from 
some of the biggest 
firms the Tories 
have given tax 
breaks—including 
Vodafone, Diageo and 
GlaxoSmithKline—were 
invited. Unsurprisingly 
they argued for keeping 
those tax breaks. 

Google went one 
further, holding 
25 high-level meetings 
with 17 ministers in 
recent years. The Times 
newspaper columnist 
Alexi Mostruous wrote, 
“Google’s tentacles 
stretch far into the 
British political 
establishment.” 

But his own 
employer News 
International held more 
meetings than that with 
George Osborne alone. 

Its boss Rupert 
Murdoch’s links 
to politicians have 
helped him shake off 
one of the modern 
world’s worst 
corporate scandals. 

Last time health 
secretary Jeremy 
Hunt was a public 
hate figure he was the 
culture secretary who 
tried to let Murdoch 
swallow up BSkyB. 


READ MORE 


@The state and 
capitalism today 

by Chris Harman 

online at bit.ly/1IZILoY 
@lmperialism: the highest 
stage of capitalism 

by V.I. Lenin £4.99 
Available at 
Bookmarks. Phone 
020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop. 
co.uk 


The Nazis are splintered. 
Let's keep them that way 


A rash of small far 
right groups reflects 
setbacks for big ones 
—a hard won result 
we must now defend, 
argues Nick Clark 


ARE THE Nazis crawling 
out of the sewer? Recent 
weeks have seen marches 
by a number of small fascist 
groups. 

They come as politicians 
and the media push racism 
against Muslims and 
migrants. 

Racist rhetoric from the 
top opens up a space in which 
fascists can organise—recent 
National Front marches were 
called around the slogan 
“refugees not welcome”. 

So it can seem like fascists 
are on the rise again. Yet 
the fragmented nature of 
the groups is a sign of their 
weakness, not their strength. 

A few hundred ageing 
skinheads in a car park is a 
far cry from the marches 
thousands-strong the English 
Defence League (EDL) was 
able to hold a few years ago. 

Or when the British 
National Party (BNP) had 
two MEPs, more than 50 
councillors and was seriously 
contending to win a MP. 

Both of those organisations 
were blocked by sustained 
and broad-based opposition 
from anti-fascists. 


Mass 

Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
was central to the campaign 
for a mass anti-fascist vote 

to stop the BNP at the 2010 
general election. Its campaign 
brought together people from 
trade unions and political 
parties, as well as faith and 
community groups. 

That was coupled with 
mass protests. A UAF protest 
in 2009 severely disrupted 
the BNP’s Red White and Blue 
festival. And UAF protesters 
laid siege to the BBC studios 
when leader Nick Griffin was 
invited onto Question Time. 

The result was that in 2010 
the BNP failed to make a 
breakthrough and lost most 
of the council seats it was 
defending. It descended into 
infighting, haemorrhaging 
members, and splits. 


NATIONAL FRONT thugs in Dover 


TAKE ACTION 


Counter-demonstrations 
against Nazi splinter groups 
@Preston 

Unite against the EDL, 
Saturday 20 February, 
Assemble 12 noon, 

Flag Market, backed by 
trades council 


@Manchester 
Demonstrate against the 
North West Infidels (NWI), 
Saturday 27 February 
@Swansea 

Say no to “White Pride” 
racists, Saturday 26 March 


@More info at uaf.org.uk 


Griffin left the BNP in 
2014 after he was booted out 
of the European Parliament 
following UAF’s Griffin Must 
Go campaign. Last month 
the BNP barely managed to 
re-register as a patty. 

Just as it began its decline, 
the EDL organised to pull 
wider layers of racists around 
a hard core of Nazis with 
violent street protests. 

A demonstration in 2010 
saw hundreds of EDL thugs 
go on the rampage through 
Stoke-on-Trent. But mass 


Fascist groups 
can thrive on 
racism pushed 
by the Tories 


and the media 
EEE 
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counter-demonstrations 
organised by UAF defeated 
them—with crushing blows 
delivered in Tower Hamlets 
and Walthamstow in east 
London in 2011 and 2012. 

While the fascists had to 
rely on national mobilisations, 
anti-fascists put down roots 
and mobilised thousands from 
the local area. 

The EDL also began to 
splinter into smaller groups. 
Its less committed supporters 
began to stay at home. In 
2013 Tommy Robinson and 
co-leader Kevin Carroll quit. 


Pressure 

The pressure of mass 
anti-fascist activity drove a 
wedge between the hardcore 
Nazis in the BNP and EDL 
and the supporters they were 
drawing around them. 

The fragmented groups of 
today are all that’s left. 

Anti-fascists shouldn’t 
be complacent. Fascist 
groups can grow quickly 
in an atmosphere of racist 
scapegoating pushed by the 
Tories and the media. 

So it’s important that 
locally rooted UAF groups 
exist to oppose Nazis 
wherever they march, as 
anti-fascists in Dewsbury did 
earlier this month. 

But it’s central to build a 
mass turnout for the Stand 
up to Racism national 
demonstrations on Saturday 
19 March. A successful 
mobilisation will make it far 
easier to beat the fascists. 

We need to cut off the 
racism from the top—and 
deprive the Nazis in the gutter 
of the oxygen that can breathe 
new life back into them. 
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NEWS? 


Teachers slam tests for 4 year olds 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


AN OVERWHELMING majority of 
teachers think new tests for four 
year olds are unfair or inaccu- 
rate, according to a survey. 

And many say the tests are an 
excuse for the Tories to attack 
teachers and push the market in 
education. 

The research, by the ATL and 
NUT unions, found that just 7.7 
percent of teachers consider base- 
line assessment “fair and accurate”. 

The Tories trialled the tests in 
primary schools last year. They 
want all schools to use them from 
September. 

They involve testing children as 
soon as they arrive at school. 


Crying 

Nearly 60 percent of teachers ques- 
tioned said the tests disrupted chil- 
dren’s start at school. One said, “I 
did have children that were crying 
and were too upset to do anything. 
Some children just refused or just 
weren't ready.” 

One teacher said the tests 
stopped them focusing on children. 
Instead they worried about “how we 
are going to look compared to the 
school down the road and what our 
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TEACHERS PROTESTING against baseline tests at NUT union conference last year 


data is going to look like”. 

The Tories say the tests will meas- 
ure children at the start of school 
so that their progress can be evalu- 
ated later. They can then identify 
“failing” schools and teachers—and 


ARTY 


push privatisation as the solution. 
One teacher said it “serves no 
other purpose than to give the gov- 
ernment another tool with which to 
bash teachers”. 
But children cannot be accurately 
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There's more online... 
@Read the report teachers.org.uk/baseline 
@ Early years expert Richard House slams 


“measured” in this way. Several 
teachers said results reflected chil- 
dren’s background, not the school. 

Private firms benefit from the 
tests. Schools have to pay for train- 
ing and cover staff as teachers 
spend time moderating and input- 
ting data. Yet teachers assessed chil- 
dren themselves before the arrival 


of baseline tests. 


Vulnerable 


sector”. 


healthy.” 


“make a buck”. 


backed a boycott of baseline tests. 
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As one head said, “You are 
paying the private sector for the joy 
of delivering your own assessment." 


School heads were “uncomfortable 
with the use of private providers”. 
They felt “vulnerable to the private 


“We have been opened up to a 
completely free market,” said one. 
“Companies can really capitalise on 
the fear factor in schools. It is not 


Another said testing helps firms 


Teachers at the NUT union’s con- 
ference last year overwhelmingly 


They voted to “begin a campaign 
towards a boycott in the summer 
term 2015, in time for members 
to be able to boycott the base- 
line assessments in the summer of 
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Is the radical left set to make 
a breakthrough in Irish vote? 


Ireland’s rulers claim that five years of brutal austerity have paid off—but anger is likely to 
badly bruise the main parties and boost the left in the general election, writes Simon Basketter 


Je VOTERS ARE likely to give 
Vad |rish bosses’ parties a drub- 
bing in the general election on 
26 February. 

The radical left may make a signifi- 
cant breakthrough. 

Prime minister Enda Kenny has 
urged voters to support his Fine Gael 
party to “keep the recovery going”. 

But across the street from Dublin’s 
iconic General Post Office (GPO), 
the heart of the 1916 Easter Rising, 
looms the shell of Clerys store. The 
flagship department store closed last 
summer with the loss of 460 jobs. 

Behind the GPO is Moore Street, 
where determined protesters are 
fighting to stop developers trashing 
the historic site. 

Less than half of the hundreds of 
thousands who lost their job in the 
crisis have found work. Rents have 
spiralled. There was a 76 percent 
increase in families made homeless 
last year. 


Miniscule 

Corporation tax revenue is up. But 
the tax is on a miniscule rate of 
12.5 percent—which suggests the 
bosses are making fortunes again. 

The crisis has predominantly 
been a crisis of parliamentary poli- 
tics, partly because the union leaders 
haven’t led a serious fight. 

But there has been an increased 
desire for social change. 

A referendum on gay marriage 
passed last year. There are grow- 
ing demands to abolish the 8th 
Amendment of the constitution that 
outlaws abortion. 

Meanwhile emigration has 
returned to Ireland in recent years 
with a vengeance. 

Water charges and a hated 
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A MASS demonstration against water charges in Dublin last month 


Universal Social Charge, essentially 
an additional tax on workers, have 
increased resentment. 

A mass movement against water 
charges has seen enormous demon- 
strations and local actions as well as 
a non-payment campaign. 

There is a demonstration against 
water charges on the Saturday before 
the election. 

Councillor Gino Kenny is a parlia- 
mentary candidate for People Before 
Profit and prominent campaigner 
against the water charges. “This is an 


historic chance for the radical left to 
make a breakthrough,” he said. 

“I want to give people an alterna- 
tive to Labour’s sellouts and the aus- 
terity parties’ neoliberal agenda.” 


Resistance 
With an MP and councillors, People 
before Profit has been able to raise 
the profile of local and national cam- 
paigns against austerity. 

Its elected members have been a 
voice for the resistance to the attacks 
on working people. As Kenny said, 
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FIGHTING 
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“We can be cheerleaders of resistance 
inside and, more importantly, outside 
the Dail.” 

John Lyons left Sinn Fein to join 
the Irish Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) and is a councillor in north 
Dublin. “My aim,” he said, “is to fun- 
damentally redistribute wealth in 
favour of the majority. 

“The world is in desperate need of 
revolutionary change. 

“The capitalist system creates ine- 
quality, wars and racism. Another 
world is possible.” 


‘A historic left challenge’ ‘People want resistance’ 


LO RICHARD BOYD Barrett is an 
Vee MP in Dun Laoghaire, just 
south of Dublin. 

He said, “Parliament is useful 
so long as you understand 
that the real force for 
change lies with 
ordinary people. 

“Together with the 
Anti-Austerity 
Alliance we have 
over 
30 candidates 
across the 
country. 

“This is 
the biggest 
intervention 
by 


the socialist left in the 
history of the state. 
“It is an indication of the 
huge change taking place in Irish 
society and the demand for an 
alternative to the conservative 
establishment of Fianna Fail 
and Fine Gael and the fake 
leftism of the Labour Party. 
“If the left can make 
significant gains in this 
general election it can open 
the door for a victory on 
the water charges. 
“It can give 
people the 
| confidence to 
demand real 
change.” 


Socialist MP Richard Boyd Barrett 


LO DUBLIN COUNCILLOR Brid 
Yad Smith is one of People 
Before Profit’s parliamentary 
candidates. = 

She said, “I have 
been a socialist most » 
of my adult life. 

“The Ireland I grew F 
up in, then as now, was 
marked by injustice and 
inequality. And then 
as now I wanted 
to do something 
about it. 
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relative needing a hospital 
bed or generations living 
on top of one another in 
™%, overcrowded homes. 
“I think more and more 
. people are beginning to 
see the bigger picture. 
i" “Globally they see 
the same agenda for 
the system— 
= privatisation, 
cuts and making 
)} ordinary 
people pay for 


| 
“Every family a the crisis. 
has its own & ‘And 
horror story— , E = globally 
whether is” “Se they see 
it’s a sick resistance.” 


I 
People Before Profit councillor Brid Smith 


Ireland's 
political 
players 


( ) FIANNA Fail 
Vad dominated Irish 
politics from the 1920s. 
But in 2011 the party 
wasn’t so much voted 
out of office as purged. 
It lost 51 of its 71 seats. 

The reason was that 
the Fianna Fail-led 
coalition decided to 
bail out Ireland’s failing 
banks in 2008. 

To pay for the help 
to the bankers, the 
government signed 
up to the European 
Union and International 
Monetary Fund’s 
programme of long term 
austerity. 

In 2011 the bosses’ 
B-team Fine Gael was 
swept to office. It has 
since been the senior 
member of a coalition 
government with the 
Irish Labour Party. 


Collapse 

There is now deep 
anger at Labour. Its vote 
probably won’t collapse, 
but leader Joan Burton 
could lose her seat. 

In contrast Sinn Fein 
has sought to reposition 
itself as a left wing 
party. 

While using 
anti-austerity rhetoric, it 
is trying making itself fit 
to be part of a coalition 
with a bosses’ party. 

Ireland’s PR electoral 
system makes it easier 
for smaller parties to get 
elected. 

The Irish SWP is part 
of People Before Profit. 
It has an electoral 
agreement with the 
Anti Austerity Alliance, 
which the Socialist Party 
set up. 

A number of 
independents who 
have been part of the 
anti-water charges 
movement are also 
standing. 
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No imposition say 
Sandwell workers 


SOCIAL WORKERS in 
Sandwell, West Midlands, 
could strike if plans to move 
children’s services into a trust 
are announced. 

Unison union members 
voted for a ballot on industrial 
action if the government 
decides to hand control of the 
services to an independent 
trust. The union will ballot 
members “as soon as 
practicable” if any transfer is 
imposed. 


Action against 


Sports Direct shame 


TRADE UNIONISTS and 
activists staged protests 
outside Sports Direct stores 
across Britain last Saturday. 

The action was part of 
a national campaign day 
organised by the Unite 
union against the retailer’s 
“Victorian” work practices. 

A #SportsDirectshame 
campaign started after a TV 
investigation showed staff 
being named and shamed for 
not working fast enough at its 
Shirebrook Warehouse. 


Students march to 
stop Nazis in Kent 


SOME 700 University of Kent 
students marched on Friday 
of last week to defend the 
campus mosque from Nazi 
group Britain First. 

The small fascist group 
turned up at a mosque open 
day declaring “No more 
mosques” and threatened to 
return but students organised 
the march against them. 

The students now plan to 
organise for the 19 March 
Stand Up to Racism march. 


Protest supports 
the Heathrow 13 


PEOPLE WHOSE homes are 
threatened by the proposed 
expansion of Heathrow 
airport rallied in support of 
the Heathrow 13 protesters on 
Sunday of last week. 

The 13 face jail for 
peacefully blocking a runway 
in protest against expansion. 
@Protest at the sentencing 
on Wednesday 24 February. 
Assemble 9am, Willesden 
Magistrates Court, 448 High Rd, 
London, NW10 2DZ. 


No public cash to 
referendum racists 


THE TRADE Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC), 
has launched a petition to the 
Electoral Commission. 

t calls on it not to give 
public money to either the 
Vote Leave or Leave.EU 
campaigns, or any amalgam, 
in the EU referendum. 

f the Electoral Commission 
can be persuaded not to 
choose either of them as an 
official campaign, that will 

be a significant blow against 
Ukip and their Tory allies. But 
it would also undermine the 
Remain campaign. 

@Sign petition at bit.ly/InQvh9c 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY Council staff striking on Tue 


irt 


sday of this week against plans to shut 


44 children centres and seven early intervention hubs. The Unite union members voted by 
83 percent for the action in Tory David Cameron’s backyard. The council wants to slash 


£8 million from children services for 2016/17—cutting the budget in half. 


ANTI-RACISM 
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Trial into murder of 
Mushin Ahmed starts 


a SADIE ROBINSON 


AN 81 year old Muslim man 
was punched and kicked to 
death in a racist attack as 
he walked to early morning 
prayers, a court has heard. 

Dale Jones and Damien 
Hunt are on trial for the 
murder of Mushin Ahmed at 
Sheffield Crown Court. They 
deny the charges. 

Mushin Ahmed was 
attacked on 10 August last year 
and died in hospital 
11 days later. 

The court heard that Jones 
called Mushin Ahmed a 
“groomer” before he and Hunt 
began their assault. 

Prosecutor Andrew 
Robertson QC said, “Jones 
accused him of being a 
groomer or paedophile for no 
other reason than Mr Ahmed 
was Asian.” 

Robertson said Jones 
had shouted racist abuse 
at an Asian taxi driver and 
threatened him shortly before 
the attack on Mushin Ahmed. 


Fifty minutes after the 
attack Hunt bumped into a 
friend and said to him, “It’s a 
good job you are not a Paki.” 

Robertson said, “It is a good 
indicator of what motivated 
him to attack Mr Ahmed.” 

Mushin Ahmed was found 
lying on grass two hours 
later with severe injuries. A 
footprint on his face matched 
that of trainers worn by Jones. 
Hunt left his DNA on Mushin 
Ahmed’s broken dentures. 
Blood was later found on 
Hunt’s trainers. 


Evidence 
CCTV footage showed Jones 
and Hunt jog after Mushin 
Ahmed. Jones claims that 
Hunt was “solely responsible” 
for the attack. Robertson told 
the jury, “The evidence will 
demonstrate that they were 
both responsible for 
the murder.” 

Witness Kieran Rice gave 
evidence last week. He 
said Jones had been in a 
“psychopathic mood” in the 


run-up to the attack. 

Kieran Rice had said that 
Hunt tried to stop the attack. 
He said, “Damien was following 
Dale, trying to stop him.” 

His brother, Shane Rice, 
initially told the court that he 
hadn’t seen Hunt join in the 
attack. He later told the jury 
that he saw both defendants 
attack Mushin Ahmed. 

He said he had lied to 
protect Kieran, who had also 
been arrested over the assault. 

Shane Rice said, “The only 
reason was protecting my 
brother. He were in a prison 
cell with Damien. 

“The truth is I seen Damien 
hit Mr Ahmed first.” He said 
that he then saw Jones kick 
Mushin Ahmed in the head. 

Shane Rice said that his 
brother had passed a message 
from Hunt to him to ask him 
to say he hadn’t seen Hunt do 
anything. 

Kieran Rice said he couldn’t 
remember if he’d asked his 
brother to lie for him. 

The trial continues. 


Unofficial walkout hits Coventry bins 


ol DAVE SEWELL 


REFUSE WORKERS working 
for Coventry City Council 
walked out on unofficial 
strike on Tuesday of last 
week to stop bosses sacking 
their Unite union convenor. 

Most of the 100 workers 
took part in the action, with 
dozens descending on the 
council offices to protest. 

More than 30,000 bins 
went unemptied, the local 
press reported. 

They returned to work 
last Thursday and are now 
balloting for an official 


Kicking up a stink last week 


strike. Workers consider the 
disciplinary action against 
their convenor to be trumped 
up. 

It concerns a poster for 
a demonstration in support 
of two other colleagues 
going through grievance 
procedures. 

They were right to take 
unofficial action in defence 
of their union. 

Should they come out 
unofficially trade unionists 
everywhere should come 
behind them and push 
to give them maximum 
solidarity. 


Locals challenge closure 
of children’s play centre 


y JOHN CLOSSICK 


CHANTING, placard- 
waving children and parents 
led a march directly into 
Wandsworth Town Hall, 
south London, last Thursday. 

Singing “kids come first, 
no more cuts” and waving 
placards in English, French, 
and Somali, they demanded 
the Roehampton Children’s 
Activity Centre be saved. 

It faces demolition and is set 
to be replaced by luxury flats. 

Protesters showed the 
Tory councillors that the 
community is united in its 
opposition to their cuts. 
Zahra, a community nurse and 
one of the deputation leaders, 
addressed the councillors in 
Somali and in English. 


Defence 

She gave a reasoned and 
passionate defence of a vital 
community asset, with major 
implications for parents if it 
closes. In Somali she said, 
“you’re all bullshitters”. 

The protesters filled the 
public gallery, ignored the 
police and gave the Tories a 
hard time. Officials threatened 
to clear the public gallery 
several times. 

A very negative report 


Message to councillors 


about Wandsworth Children’s 
Services is about to emerge 
from government watchdog 
Ofsted. Children’s facilities 
could face closure. 

Many people have 
questioned the spending 
priorities of a council where 
11 officers are paid more than 
£140,000 a year. 

Local campaigners plan 
another town hall protest 
when a final decision will be 
made. 

@Join Wandsworth 

Anti Austerity Campaign lobby, 
6.30pm, 9 March, Wandsworth 
Town Hall, Wandsworth High 
Street, London SW18 2PU 


FOOD MANUFACTURING WORKERS 


Samworth Brothers workers’ mass meeting 


A fight to build the union 


ad NICK CLARK 


SOME 300 workers at 
Samworth Brothers food 
manufacturer in Leicester 
met on Friday of last week to 
discuss bosses’ plans to cut 
their pay. 

Workers received a 
letter from managers 
threatening to cut rates of 
pay on Sundays and bank 
holidays, reduce night-shift 
supplements and scrap paid 
breaks. 

Bosses also want to get rid 
of overtime by 2018. 

Bosses at Samworth say 
a wage increase will mean 
most workers will be “better 
off”. But workers say the 
attacks on premiums will 
leave them out of pocket. 

One worker told Socialist 
Worker, “They say we’ll be 
better off. This year we will 
be better off, but by 2017 
and 2018 we'll be worse off. 


By 2018 I’ll be losing about 
£1,000 a year”. 

He added that workers 
have been told they will face 
dismissal if they don’t sign 
up to the changes. 

He said, “They said if 
people aren’t happy about 
it we'll give them their 12 
weeks notice.” 

The meeting was 
organised by the Bfawu 
union. 

More than half of the 
people at the meeting were 
not union members—but 
hundreds had joined after 
hearing of bosses’ plans. 

One worker said, “We’re 
trying to get people signed 
up to the union. We’ve got 
20-30 percent in the union. 
We need 50 percent. 

“People are scared to take 
the form to work just in case 
there’s a locker search. But 
in the last 10 days about 400 
people across the sites have 
joined.” 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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POSTAL WORKERS 


A first class victory 
for disabled worker 


by NICK CLARK 


POSTAL WORKERS in 
Bridgwater, Somerset, won 
a victory against manage- 
ment this week with the 
return to work of disabled 
worker Andrew Mootoo on 
Monday. 

The victory comes after 
a wildcat strike in Andrew’s 
defence by more than 100 
Bridgwater postal workers 
last November. 

Andrew, who is profoundly 
deaf, was diagnosed with 
Multiple Sclerosis in 2014. 

Bosses kept him on sick 
leave for so long that his sick 
pay was stopped, leaving him 
dependent on benefits. 

But last November mem- 
bers of the CWU union at 
Andrew’s delivery office 
walked out without an 
official ballot. 


Seriously 
They demanded that bosses 
negotiate seriously about get- 
ting Andrew back to work. 
Bosses agreed to negotiate 
after one day of action. 
Now, after more than two 
years on sick leave, Andrew 
has been given a part time 
desk-based job scanning 
undelivered parcels. 
Two CWU reps at 
Bridgwater still face possible 


REINSTATED UNION member 


disciplinary action for their 
part in the unofficial walkout. 
Bridgwater workers held a 
meeting at the delivery office 
gates on Thursday of last 
week to welcome the news. 
Andrew said, “After all 


CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 


Strikes can stop jobs cull 
at business department 


TORY BUSINESS secretary 
Sajid Javid announced the 
closure of more than 

70 Business, Innovation 
and Skills (BIS) department 
workplaces last week. 

The closure of the BIS 
office in Sheffield had 
already been announced. 

This could see the loss of 
as many as 250 jobs. 

It comes as other civil 
service workers are also 
under attack. 

Some 150 workers in HM 
Revenue and Customs face 
compulsory redundancy as 
part of the Tories’ plan to 
close 137 tax offices. 

Cuts and closures 
are also planned in the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions, the Department 
of Health and the Passport 
Office. 


Axeman Sajid Javid 


The PCS union has a 
policy of calling a national 
ballot for strikes across all 
departments if compulsory 
redundancies are made in 
any section. 

It should ballot its 
members immediately— 
striking can save jobs. 
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Andrew Mootoo (centre right) 
this time I didn’t expect, sud- 
denly, to find Royal Mail 
positive about my return to 
work. 

“I want to say a big thank 
you to all Bridgwater CWU 
members who went on strike 


Picture: Bitty MorGAN 


for me. That was crucial.” 
He added, “I am so proud 
of our militant history here at 
Bridgwater.” 
Andrew’s reinstatement 
shows that unofficial action 
gets results. 


TUBE WORKERS 


RMT union puts the brake 
on maintenance walkouts 


oTaly 


Going underground 


TWO WALKOUTS by workers 
who maintain the tracks 
for London Underground 
(LU) were suspended by 
the RMT union last week. 
Around 1,500 maintenance 
staff working for LU and Tube 
Lines are defending basic 
safety issues over track access. 
Their action is suspended 
for two weeks after bosses 
proposed a “comprehensive 
safety review”. 
Talks are expected to 


a 
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resume again after it takes 
place. 

Track patrol workers are in 
dispute over LU bosses training 
Cleshar agency staff to do their 
jobs, which bosses say was 
necessary to fill rosters. 

Their action was also 
suspended for two weeks while 
bosses agree to suspend the 
training and look at rostering 
arrangements with the union. 

Talks are to resume after 
this period. 


FURTHER EDUCATION 


EIS-Fela members lobby the Scottish Funding Council last year 


Lecturers’ action can test 
SNP’s anti-austerity image 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


THE SCOTTISH further 
education (FE) lecturers’ 
EIS-Fela union launched a 
strike ballot for equal pay 
last week. 

The Scottish National 
Party (SNP) pledged to 
return national bargaining to 
Scotland’s colleges. 

But 15 months after the 
first pay claim to address pay 
inequality across FE colleges, 
bosses want to impose a 
1 percent rise. 

Some colleges are not part 
of the ballot as bosses have 
tried to challenge national 
bargaining. 


Dispute 

But the union has declared 
separate disputes at many of 
these workplaces. 

EIS said the offer is 
“unacceptable” and would 
widen the current £7,000 a 
year pay gap for lecturers 
doing the same job in 
different colleges. 

Donny Gluckstein is a 
lecturer at Edinburgh College 
where mass union meetings 
have taken place this week. 

He said, “One of the main 


points of anger is that pay is 
being imposed on us. 

“This is just like what the 
Tories are doing to junior 
doctors in England. 

“Why is the SNP letting 
colleges do the same to 
lecturers?” 

The bosses’ organisation 
Colleges Scotland claims it 
“simply does not have access 
to additional funds to deliver 
more”. This is a lie. 


Surpluses 

They have squirreled away 
£99 million in Arms Length 
Foundations and hold 
£214 million in historic 
surpluses. 

There was also a 
£163 million underspend 
on education last year. 

In Glasgow alone two 
principals, a vice principal 
and a human resources 
director between them 
bagged well over £1 million 
in payoffs as a result of the 
SNP’s college mergers. 

Workers’ claims would 
cost just £15 million to meet 
in full. 

EIS members should vote 
yes to strike and force the 
SNP to get bosses to start 
toeing the line. 


ENGLAND 


Colleges gear up for strike 


UCU AND Unison union in 
members in colleges across 
England were set to strike 
over pay on Wednesday of 
next week. 

They are fighting a zero 
percent pay deal. 

The bosses’ Association 
of Colleges (AoC) said it was 
not “sustainable” to offer a 
pay rise for 2015-16. 

Workers want a £1 an hour 
rise for all after suffering real 
terms pay cuts of 15 percent 
over the last five years. 

The attacks on pay have 
come with a serious Tory 
assault on further education. 
The government has slashed 
funding and plans to impose 
mergers and closures. 

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn said that his message 
to college bosses and the 


government was for them to 
“get around the table now to 
avoid the strike”. 

Next week’s strike comes 
as NUT union members in 
sixth form colleges ballot for 
strikes over cuts. 

The union plans a strike 
and national demonstration 
on 15 March if workers vote 
yes. 

Uniting these fights can 
build a strong campaign to 
defend education. 

@UCU London Region has 
called a conference on 
defending further and adult 
education for 5 March in 
London. 

Go to bit.ly/23SvXuY for 
details. 

Vote left in UCU elections. Go 
to bit.ly/InXHOHY for details 
about the candidates 
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DOCTORS DEFY 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


DOCTORS IN Egypt are 
threatening a national strike 
after two doctors in a Cairo 
hospital were beaten by 
police. 

At a mass meeting last 
Friday doctors voted to call 
a strike from the end of 
February unless the police 
responsible are prosecuted 
and the health minister 
resigns. 

They also voted to offer 
free services in public hos- 
pitals, chanted “strike” and 
raised banners that read “dig- 
nity for doctors”. 

The meeting breached 
the strict anti-protest laws 
laid down by the regime of 
Egypt’s dictator Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi 


Injuries 
On 28 January police arrived 
at Al-Matariyya Hospital in 
Cairo. They demanded that 
doctors write a false report 
about a police officer’s inju- 
ries, exaggerating their 
seriousness. 

But after examining the 
cop, one of the doctors 
described the cut on the 
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EGYPTIAN DOCTORS protest despite bans and heavy state repression 


officer’s forehead as “simple” 
and said it didn’t require 
stitches. 

The police officer then 
attacked the doctors, before 
a colleague joined him, 


pulled out a gun and began 
to threaten the hospital staff. 
More police then arrived, 
seizing the two doctors. 
Doctor’s union secretary- 
general Mona Mina said the 


two “were abducted from 
the hospital by policemen 
and dragged into a microbus, 
where they were handcuffed 
and transported to the police 
station”. 


EGYPT’S REGIME 


The police station in 
Al-Mattariyya, where the 
doctors were taken, has a 
particularly violent track 
record. 

Three detainees died there 


from torture and neglect in a 
single week in February last 
year. 

On the way to the vehicle, 
one policeman stamped on a 
doctor’s head with his boots. 

Staff at Al-Matariyya 
Hospital immediately walked 
out on a week’s strike. 

Now their counterparts 
across the country are set to 
join them. 


Solidarity 

The Egyptian Revolutionary 
Socialists denounced 
“another crime added to the 
black record of this oppres- 
sive regime”. 

Solidarity messages 
poured in from the Egyptian 
journalists’ union, engi- 
neers’ union, lawyers’ union 
and from media personali- 
ties such as the broadcaster 
Bassem Youssef. 

The doctors’ union has also 
called for the release of Taher 
Mokhtar, a leading union 
activist, who was arrested in 
a dawn raid on his home on 
14 January. 


Rush messages of 

support to campaign@ 
egyptsolidarityinitiative.net 
Solidarity with Taher Mokhtar 
at bit.ly/239ZJLw 


Sanders’ New Hampshire win shows cracks opening in US party system 


BERNIE SANDERS, who 
calls himself a socialist, 
won the New Hampshire 
state nomination to be 
the US Democratic Party 
presidential candidate on 
Tuesday of last week. 
Sanders won just over 
60 percent of the vote, 
20 percentage points more 
than the establishment 
candidate Hillary Clinton. 
Exit polls showed 
his biggest support 
came from younger 
and poorer voters. 
Clinton only won among 
groups of voters aged 
over 65 and who earn 
around £100,000 a year. 
At his victory 
celebration Sanders said, 


Does Sanders pose alternative to the US political establishment? 


“What began last week in 
Iowa, what voters here in 
New Hampshire confirmed 
tonight, is nothing short 
of the beginning of a 
political revolution.” 
Clinton tried to claim 
she was anti-establishment 
because she is a woman. 
Former secretary of 
state, Madeleine Albright, 
supported her, saying, 
“There’s a special place 
in hell for women who 
don’t help each other!” 
Albright imposed 
murderous sanctions 
on Iraq in the 1990s, 
which left about 500,000 
children dead. 
Sanders won among 
women by 55 percent 


to 45 percent. 

He partially reflects 
the mood that produced 
Occupy Wall Street in 
2011 and the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 


Radicalism 

But in his victory 
speech Sanders showed 
the limits of his 
radicalism. 

He said, “We will need 
to come together in a few 
months and unite this 
party and this nation.” 

This means he is 
committed to the needs 
of the Democratic Party 
and US capital over those 
of the US working class. 

The other side 
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of the rebellion 
against the political 
establishment was the 
victory of Donald Trump. 
He poses as an 
outsider while actually 
promoting the interests 
of big business. 
Trump’s win, and 
his clear lead in the 
national polls, means he 
is in a strong position. 
There is no obvious 
single competitor for 
the party establishment 
to unite around in 
order to stop him. 
And, given the deep 
distaste with politics 
as usual, it’s not 
clear that one would 
beat him anyway. 


